








ESSENTIAL QUESTION

Why did the U.S. Navy move away from using 
cork in life jackets?













On May 31, 1918, the troop transport USS President Lincoln was underway to New York from Brest, 
France, when a German U-boat attacked it. The crew and passengers donned their life jackets, 
lowered the lifeboats, and abandoned the ship by jumping into the North Atlantic Ocean, relying on 
their kapok life jackets to keep them afloat as they swam for safety. Miraculously, of the seven 
hundred crew and passengers, only twenty-six were lost, with all survivors rescued by destroyers the 
next day.
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