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Battleship TEXAS Foundation

From The Director’s Chair

Wow, what a Spring we have had. After years of fighting to 
preserve The Texas we took a giant step forward on Memorial 
Day weekend. The Texas Legislature approved Senate Bill 1511 
which authorizes the State of Texas to turn over operations of 
The Texas to The Battleship Texas Foundation. This includes 
a $35 million appropriation to preserve her. These funds will 
allow for The Texas to be moved to a dry dock where much 
need repairs can be performed. This will ensure the survival of 
The Might T for years to come. We are extremely excited for the 
future holds and can’t wait for the work to begin. Elsewhere in 
this issue you can read the official press along with some of 
the most frequently asked questions.  

There are so many people to thank but once you start trying 
to make a list you are certain leave someone out, but, if I may 
say thanks to just a few. 

First let me say thank you to all of you out there who have 
stayed with us and supported us with your donations. There is 
just no way that we could have reached this milestone without 
your support. While I realize that $35 million is a lot of money, 
we still need your support. There are many more things we 
need to accomplish and your support will be critical if we are 
to continue to be successful. 

I would like give a Might T shout out to Senator Robert Nichols 
who authored Senate Bill 1511 along with Senator Paul 
Bettencourt, Senator Brian Birdwell, and Lois Kolkhorst for all 
of your efforts. Let me also thank Representative John Cyrier 
for his tireless efforts in The House. 

To the Battleship Texas Foundation Board of Trustees and 
especially our Chairman Tony Gregory for never losing hope 
that this day could come. You are an amazing group. 

Continued on next page
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Advisory Directors

Hon. James A. Baker, III 
61st Secretary of State

ADM. James L. Holloway, III 
USN (Ret.), Former CNO

Ned S. Holmes 
Commissioner, Texas 

Transportation Commission

Board of Trustees

Anthony K. Gregory, 
Chairman

Thomas J. Perich, 
Vice Chairman

Donald H. Fischer, Treasurer

Rey Gonzales, Jr., Secretary

Brad Bouillion

Jimmy Burke

Penny H. Butler

David Dewhurst

Theordore S. Hirtz

RADM. J. Weldon Koenig,

USN (Ret.)

John O’Neil

Michael N. Pearson

CAPT. Clifford H. Royal,

USN (Ret.)

Thomas C. Wright

Bruce D. Bramlett 
Executive Director; 

bruce@battleshiptexas.org

TPWD Ship Staff

Andy Smith, 
Ship Superintendent

Stephanie Croatt, 
Assistant Superintendent

Mike Stovall, 
Maintenance and Restoration

Sarah Conlon, 
Curator

To all of the volunteers of The First Texas Volunteers who give 
so much of their time to do restoration work, lead Hard Hat 
Tours, and work all of our special events, thank you. I want 
to thank Kandace Trujillo who has worked closely with me 
and heads our Overnight Education Program that has hosted 
55,000 young people and provided them with the opportunity 
to spend the night on The Texas. Not to mention all the other 
things Kandace does. 

I want to thank all of the ship staff that have served so well 
over the years and acknowledge their service to The Texas. 
Thanks to Texas Parks & Wildlife for being an outstanding 
steward of The Texas and your partnership with BTF moving 
in the past and moving forward. 

There is no doubt many many more folks to thank and I trust 
that you know who you are. Thank you. 

The current plan calls for The State to close The Texas to the 
public effective September 1st. Shortly after that preparations 
will begin to make The Texas ready for her journey to dry 
dock. We have not finalized that location yet but will make 
an announcement once the selection has been finalized. The 
current schedule calls for The Texas to set sail sometime mid 
to late December of this year and we expect that repairs will 
take around 12 months.  

Many are curious about where The Texas will call home upon 
her return. That location has not been finalized as of this writing 
but I can tell you there is much work taking place to identify 
the perfect location. Once again, we are happy to make that 
information public as soon as a determinization has been made. 

I hope that you will forgive us for being a little tardy on getting 
The Dreadnought out to you but we felt that the wait would be 
worth and we hope you agree.  

Please keep us in your thoughts and prayers as we move 
forward into the next part of The Mighty T’s future. 

From The Director’s Chair (continued)

We were there then.
We are here now.

We’ll be here in the future.

In remembrance of D-Day June 6, 1944

Thank you, Texas Legislature, for your unanimous vote making the repair 
and restoration of the Battleship Texas a reality.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Contact: Bruce Bramlett 
           Executive Director 
           Battleship Texas Foundation 
           713.827.9620   

     

BATTLESHIP TEXAS FOUNDATION PROVIDES UPDATES TO CLEAR UP 
MISCONCEPTIONS REGARDING THE BATTLESHIP’S RESTORATION  

AND POSSIBLE RELOCATION 

HOUSTON, TX (June 6, 2019) – Officials from Battleship Texas Foundation issued a press 
release on Thursday to clear up some misconceptions and provide additional information 
about the plans for the repair and restoration of the 105-year-old battleship. 

In the release, Bruce Bramlett, executive director of the foundation, expressed the foundation’s 
gratitude to members of the 86th Texas Legislature who, in rare form, voted unanimously 
to provide $35 million in funding to transport and fully repair the battleship and transfer 
ownership to the foundation. 

According to Bramlett, Battleship Texas will be towed from La Porte, Texas to a shipyard for 
the massive repair and restoration process. Despite numerous surface-level repair efforts over 
the years, the ravaging effects of constant exposure to salt water for more than a century have 
taken their toll on the vessel. The battleship’s hull will be repaired so that she can withstand 
her own weight and be enjoyed by visitors for years to come. It is possible the repairs will take 
more than a year to complete.   

Bramlett also noted that he and the foundation’s board are aware of speculative comments 
on social media that the battleship may sink during transit. “I can assure you that extensive 
research and planning have been completed to ensure this will not happen” he said. The 
foundation has employed Valkor Energy Services, LLC, a highly respected and renowned 
firm specialized in offshore, logistics and engineering, to perform the necessary engineering 
studies, planning and oversight of all aspects of the journey.

Continued on next page
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Once the battleship is fully repaired, she will be towed back to a yet-to-be-determined location 
in Texas. “There has been a lot of speculation that Battleship Texas will be permanently 
located in Galveston,” Bramlett said. He added, “The permanent location has not yet been 
finalized but I will say that the 7.2 million people who visit Galveston each year certainly 
makes this an attractive option, if we can secure the right location within the city. More 
tourists visiting the ship would mean more ticket sales and more revenue to pay for the 
battleship’s future maintenance costs.” Bramlett did confirm that Texans can rest assured 
Battleship Texas’ permanent home will be in Texas, where she belongs. 

Another important aspect of the passage of Senate Bill 1511, is the transfer of ownership 
of the battleship from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to the Battleship Texas 
Foundation, through a 99-year lease. Bramlett noted the importance of this to ensure that the 
state no longer has to fund the battleship and that the foundation can provide the needed 
oversight, operations and marketing and also determine the final destination for Battleship 
Texas to optimize tourism and the needed revenues to sustain it. 

In closing, Bramlett once again expressed the foundation’s appreciation of the 86th Texas 
Legislature and the thousands of Texans who made the restoration of this important piece of 
history possible. He concluded in saying “We are very excited to see Battleship Texas restored 
to her original glory and to do our part to make her a world-class, hands-on museum for 
millions of people to enjoy in the future.”   

 

About Battleship Texas Foundation 

Originally established as the Battleship Texas Commission in 1948, the Battleship Texas 
Foundation (BTF), was established in 1998 to work in partnership with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department (TPWD) to preserve and enhance the Battleship Texas, and to help 
develop the historic ship into a premier hands-on museum, and world-class visitor attraction. 
Battleship Texas Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. For more 
information, please visit: https://battleshiptexas.org 
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Over Memorial Day weekend, the Texas Legislature unanimously voted to pass Senate Bill 1511 which 
allocates $35 million for the repair and restoration of the Battleship Texas. In addition to the allocated 
funds, the bill leases the Battleship Texas herself to the Battleship Texas Foundation for a period of 99 
years. We are understandably very excited about this news. After years of rigorus effort, the Battleship 
Texas is finally going to be saved for generations to come.  

We have received a lot of questions over the past couple of weeks after the passing of this bill and 
would like to take the opportunity to clear up any misconceptions. While we are still in the process of 
determining the finer details of towing and repairing the ship, we have conducted extensive research and 
have a plan in which we feel extremely confident. Please see below for answers to our most frequently 
asked questions. If you don’t see your question below, or if you would like more detail, please email 
Bruce Bramlett at Bruce@BattleshipTexas.org.

FUNDS 

•  What happened to all the money that has been raised in the past? 
The 2007 and the 2015 legislature appropriations have been spent to make much needed structural 
repairs to the Texas. These repairs have also helped position the Texas, along with other preparations, 
to make the journey to the dry dock.  

•  What happened to the dry berth project? 
We extensively researched and vetted the dry berth project as a potential viable option for the future 
of the Battleship Texas. Unfortunately, the cost of the dry berth had reached an estimated $100 
million, and we were unable to secure the necessary funds. After several years attempting to pursue 
this option, it was taken off the table by Texas Parks and Wildlife in search of a solution that was more 
fundable. At the time, the only two options were dry berth or scrapping the ship, a $30 million cost for 
an unthinkable solution. The current plan was developed as an alternative to scrapping or dry berthing 
the ship, and was fully funded by the legislature.  

REPAIR AND RESTORATION 

•  What is getting repaired? Will it cost the whole $35 million? 
All available funds will be used. Priority one is to address the issues with the hull. The constant leaks 
require continuous pumping out of the water. In addition, we must get to a point where new leaks 
stop threatening the ship and we can stop the cost of dealing with those leaks. We also hope to replace 
the entire deck and paint the ship. The Battleship Texas Foundation will also be launching a Capital 
Campaign to raise additional funds.  

•  What is the timeline for repairs? 
The ship is currently undergoing preparations to prepare for transportation. Starting on September 
1st, the ship will be closed to the public to allow for more preparations to take place. We are targeting 
mid-December 2019 for when the ship will leave for repairs, but will not move her until all necessary 
preparations are made. Once she is towed to a dry dock, the restoration process will take approximately 
1 year.  

•  What about all the artifacts on the ship? What will happen during transport? What about when she
is in her permanent home?  
Artifacts are a huge part of the ship’s history and cannot be replaced. Texas Parks and Wildlife has 
been charged with the moving and storage of some artifacts. Some will be secured on the Texas. Once 
restoration is complete, most items will be returned. 

Frequently Asked Questions
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TOWING 

•  I’ve heard she can’t be moved because the Coast Guard has placed restrictions on her. Is this true? 
This is untrue. In fact, engineering has been shared with the Coast Guard and they were impressed 
with what they saw. While engineering still has some additional work that needs to be completed, 
there is no doubt that Coast Guard approval will be granted.  

•  What is the risk of the ship sinking during transportation? 
No one involved in this effort would consider moving the ship a foot if it can not be done safely. 
Engineering has been very thorough and, while there is still more work to be done on this front, we 
will not put the ship at risk. 

PERMANENT LOCATION 

•  Why does the ship have to go out of state for repairs? Will she return? 
The Texas will need to leave the state for repairs because there is not a dry dock in Texas that can 
accommodate her. Once the repairs are completed, there is one place and one place only that the 
Texas belongs – in the great state that bears her name.  

•  Where will the ship live once she is repaired? 
We have been given a great gift to repair and restore this magnificent ship so that she is around for 
generations to come. With that being said, we want the ship to be easily accessed so that she can be 
experienced by more people than ever. At this time, no permanent location has been determined. 
There are multiple locations who have expressed an interest in becoming the home of the Texas. Once 
due diligence has been completed and a new home has been selected, we will let you know.  

•  If the ship moves to the coastline, what type of hurricane protection will she get? Also, what about 
protection from salt water? 
Again, no decision has been made in regard to where the Texas will call home. Part of that decision 
will certainly be driven by all issues including weather concerns and long-term maintenance, which has 
always been an issue for the Texas. Anyone that has visited in recent years is well aware of the condition 
of the ship. The goal is to return her to reasonable condition and maintain her moving forward. 

•  Why move the ship from where it has been for 71 years? 
The simple truth is economics. The Battleship Texas in its current location does not draw enough paid 
visitors annually to produce the required funds to maintain her. Operations lose money, requiring the 
state to subsidize her, in addition to funding the constant cost of leaks. Added to the $60 million funded 
in the last four years for major repairs, the state is no longer willing to subsidize the ship. The ship must 
be in a location where she can be accessed by many more people and sustain herself financially.  

•  What will happen to the San Jacinto Monument and Battleground? 
Our first priority is the survival of the Texas. Long before the Texas arrived in La Porte, the battleground 
and monument were there. The grounds will remain a compelling and important part of Texas history, 
but one that is unteathered to that of the Battleship Texas. Any questions about the future of the 
battleground and monument can be directed to the Texas Historical Commission, who will be in 
charge of both starting on September 1st.  

•  What criteria will you use to pick the new site? 
The most important thing is finding a location that allows a greater number of people to experience 
the ship. The goal is preservation and the ability to present the Texas in a location that will come and 
visit the ship.

Frequently Asked Questions (continued)
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By Don Fischer

Restoration
Most work during this past quarter has focussed on painting and clean-up of the forward 3” 
magazines and the continued restoration of the Combat Information Center (CIC). Many of the 
status lights, sound powered phone switches, cabling, etc. in CIC have been restored and work 
has been underway on the plotting tables (the Dead Reckoning Table and the Plan Position 
Indicator, including air plot).

Work has continued on the aft 40mm guns. Cosmetically, great strides have been made, but free 
movement of the guns is still a bit allusive.

These projects are now on hold while Texas Parks and Wildlife accounts for all the artifacts and 
prepares to transfer the ship to its new operator, the Battleship Texas Foundation.

With the up-coming tow of the Battleship Texas to dry dock and undergoing major repairs, 
especially to her hull and torpedo blisters, the FTV hopes that work may continue on artifacts 
that can profitably be performed ashore while the ship is gone. This will be reviewed in the 
coming weeks and months while the ship is prepared for tow.

Continued on next page
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Hard Hat Tours
The FTV was forced to cancel its last Hard Hat 
Tour of the season due to the major fire at one 
of her neighbors, the International Transport 
Company (ITC), which blocked access to the 
ship by staff, volunteers and visitors for over 
a month. Happily, air and water testing was 
complete by June and other major scheduled 
events were able to be conducted.

On Thursday, June 6, the 75th Anniversary 
of the D-Day invasion of France, members 
assisted a hand full of veterans of that history 
changing event when the Consul General 
of France presented them with the French 
Legion of Honor.

On that following Saturday, the ship hosted 
a commemoration of that battle with many 
visitors, invited and the public in attendance. 
Members assisted with parking, gate security, 
as greeters, assistance to the public in general, 
and as docents throughout the day. It was 
very hot, but very enjoyable.

Hard Hat Tours for the near future are 
cancelled pending the return of the ship, 
outfitting and clean-up, and re-training of the 
Hard Hat Tour teams.

By Don Fischer

Restoration Before & After Photos
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight 
Youth Education Program
By Kandace Trujillo

We are having a busy Summer at the youth 
overnight education program. We thank the 
groups that participated in the program from 
January through May. We did have to cancel 
750 participants due to the park closure 
because of the ITC fire. Many of the groups 
rescheduled so they did/will be able to sleep 
on the Mighty T.

Even though the ship was closed for fifty-one 
days, the overnight program was still able 

to do outreach events. One of the outreach 
events was at a living history event at the 
Museum of the American GI in College Station, 
TX on March 23rd. They handed out several 
fliers promoting the then upcoming D-Day 
ceremony. They also handed out Overnight 
Program fliers. They directed tons of people 
to the Come and Save it Page. One of our 
guides even got recognized by a boy who had 
been in his tour group during an overnight 
program.

Once the ship was back open, we were able to 
host overnight programs again. The groups 
included scout groups, church groups, and a 
family reunion.We hosted the Peterson family.
The family was from all over the country 
including Kansas, Colorado, and New York. It 
was a great overnight and the family really 
enjoyed it.

We are booking into the Summer. If you would 
like to book an overnight or would like more 
information, please contact Kandace Trujillo at:

overnight@battleshiptexas.org  
or (281) 542-0684 (office)
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We were there then.
We are here now.

We’ll be here in the future.

Thank you, Texas Legislature
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One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056

Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


