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Battleship TEXAS Foundation

Come and Save It. That has been the
mission of The Battleship Texas
Foundation since our beginning. We
have turned that into a state-wide effort
to raise public awareness and educate
the public of the plight of The Texas.

I wanted to pass on more information to you regarding this effort
since we maywell be coming to a locationnear youverysoon.Our first
stop was Houston on July. Thanks to Karbach Brewing for hosting us.

Come And Save It is a
competition between Houston,
Austin, Dallas, and San Antonio
to determine which city will
provide the most signatures for
our petition to save The Texas.

Everyone that came out had a
great time. A few of the highlights
for the evening were our life size
Battleship Game and our ice sculpture of The Texas. We also had
our walk on water booth where you can walk across a ten-foot
stretch of water but don’t stop moving, because if you do, you will
sink. In addition, our 20mm gun trailer made an appearance
complete with sound effects.

Our next stop is Austin, Texas were Friends and Allies Brewing
will be our host on August 18th. San Antonio will be our
September stop on the 22nd. We will wrap up the road show at
Revolver Brewing in October on a date to be determined. All the
events start at 5 P.M. and go until 9 P.M.

For a great time and a lot of fun please plan to come on out and
join us. For more information please visit our site at
www.comeandsaveit.com

If you can’t make it out you can still help by going to our site and
signing the petition. It only takes a minute. I will be at all the events
and I would love to meet you so please make plans to attend.
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Crewmember Harrison Boards the TEXAS

Battleship TEXAS staff
got a wonderful surprise
visit in late July from
former crew-member
Steven Harrison and
members of his family.
Mr. Harrison currently
lives in New Mexico and
comes to the ship every
two years to share his
Navy stories with visitors.
Seaman 2nd class
Harrison was part of the
20mm gunner division
and served from
September 18, 1944 until
January 15, 1946. He was
the only Native American
sailor to serve aboard
TEXAS. While serving on board Mr. Harrison went to Iwo
Jima, Okinawa, the Panama Canal, Long Beach, CA,
Philippines, Pearl Harbor, and San Francisco, CA. Mr.
Harrison is ninety-six but he told staff his age wouldn’t stop
him and he would be back in two years for another visit. We
look forward to seeing him again!



Page 3

Passing of TEXAS Crewmember Schramm
It is with sad heart that we announce the passing of Battleship TEXAS crewmember Mr.
Raymond C. Schramm who passed away peacefully in his hometown of Springfield, New Jersey
on May 17th, 2018. Ray, as he was known by his family and friends lived in Springfield for
most of his ninety-six years. His is a life that reaches back to the Roaring Twenties, who felt
the hardship of the Great Depression, and was greatly affected by World War II. Like most
young men of that time he signed up for military duty and saw combat in both Europe and the
Pacific.

He was born in Summit, New Jersey on August 26, 1922. He attended Jonathan Dayton High
School where he was a member of the track team, the basketball team and the band. On the
track team he did the pole vault and high jump and on the basketball team he was a forward.
For the band, he played the clarinet and tenor sax. During his senior year he was the Student
Leader of the band. Most of his time in the Springfield school system was during the Great
Depression, which he remembers as “hard times”.

In 1942, he joined the Navy just as his brothers did. For the first seven months of duty he was
part of a ship’s com-pany and played in a band. Then he was assigned to the TEXAS and served
on it for two years. He was a leading Petty Officer and often stood watch in the crow’s nest.
When General Dwight D. Eisenhower boarded the TEXAS he would play in a band for the
General.

He was an eighty year member of the First Presbyterian Church of Springfield and a seventy-
two year member of the Springfield American Legion. He was a retired tool- and-die maker
with Victory Optical in Newark, New Jer-sey. He was predeceased by his beloved wife,
Katharine Schramm and was the loving father of Linda Maas and husband, David, and
cherished grandfather of Jessica Maas and her fiancé, Seth Eggermann, and Ashley Taylor and
her husband, Jeff. Taylor and his brother, Russell Schramm and sister, Edith Perry, and many
nieces and nephews.
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By Don Fischer

Restoration
The First Texas Volunteers has made
significant strides in the restoration of the
Combat Information Center (CIC). With the
resurgence of activity following the post
Hurricane Harvey hiatus, a great deal of work
has gone into this project. Currently, with
the exception of detail touch-up, all
bulkheads and the overhead have been
primed and new insulation installed and
painted. The detail work on fixtures and
furnishings are soon to start. This will be
exacting and time consuming work, but the
end result will be exciting. This project, in
particular, has become a new focal point for
interpretation during future Hard Hat Tours.

Work continues on the restoration of the
stern 40mm anti-aircraft guns. This follows
the recent completion of the port, waist
40mm mount. As this work continues, the
team members gain ever more knowledge of
the intricacies of construction and operation
of these guns. This work, which sprang to
life after certain members found themselves
shocked by the condition in which the guns
had slipped, is highly beneficial, not only for
the guns’ preservation, but also for the
hands-on enjoyment and appreciation by the
general public.

The 3” magazines refurbishment is currently
taking a recess due to loss of its team
members. Hopefully, this project will be able
to take off again shortly.

Future work, which will begin as teams
become available, will be the restoration of
Stateroom D.

Hart Hat Tours
The final Hard Hat Tour of the season took
place on Saturday, May 19. It was a complete
success, earning FTV almost $3,400.00. The
first Hard Hat Tour of the new season will be
held on Saturday, October 20, 2018. For
more information or to make reservations,
please visit firsttexasvolunteers.org.
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight
Youth Education Program

By Kandace Trujillo

We are having a busy Summer at the youth
overnight education program. We thank the
25 groups and 542 campers that participated
through the months of May through July.
Our program is expanding to host different
groups. Traditionally our program has been
utilized by Scout groups. While we still host
many scout groups, we are now hosting
many different groups as well.

Last year we were fortunate to host a school
group from South Korea. One June 6th, we
hosted a group from Taiwan. They were
visiting the United States through a Summer
camp in connection with the Greater
Houston Convention and Visitor Bureau.
Fifteen students were given a tour and even
taught some of my tour guides some Chinese
phrases!

We also hosted a group of Gold Star teens
through the Travis Manion Foundation. A
gold star family is the immediate family
member of a fallen service member who died
while serving in a conflict. The teens were
participating in a World Servants mission
trip. World Servants is an organization that
through training and short-term mission
experiences help people become servants
and leaders in their community. The teen’s
mission was to restore a Harvey damaged
home. As a reward for all their hard work,
they participated in our overnight program.
The teens were from all over the country.
The states represented were Utah, Florida,
Hawaii, North Carolina, New York and Texas.
It was an honor to host these great young
men and women who have sacrificed so
much for us.

If you would like to participate in an
overnight program, please contact me at
281-542-0684 or at overnight@battleship
texas.org. We are starting to book for the
fall. These dates fill up quickly.

overnight@battleshiptexas.org
or (281) 542-0684 (office)
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By Sarah Conlon, Curator

This summer, San Jacinto Battleground/
Battleship TEXAS Complex staff worked
closely with Luminosa Research, a firm
headquartered in Austin, to develop and
distribute a visitor survey. Visitor surveys
are a powerful tool for historic sites and
museums to learn more about the groups
that frequent a site and identify ways to
improve visitor experiences. The goal of this
particular survey is to learn more about
visitors that spend time at the battleship
and/or battleground, including their
motivations for visiting and their likes and
dislikes about the site. We seek to improve
visitor experience for those groups that
already visit the complex, but we also hope
to gain insight into ways that we can appeal
to and meet the needs of underrepresented
groups. This survey will be particularly
beneficial as we move forward with long-
term plans for preservation of Battleship
TEXAS and the San Jacinto Battleground.

During the survey period of June 4, 2018
through July 31, 2018, park staff informed
visitors about the survey and distributed
promotional cards with the survey’s website
address. We also promoted the survey
through our site’s Facebook and Instagram
accounts. The target audience for the survey
included all visitors, 13 years old and older,
with a limit of one survey per individual. As
a thank you for participation, survey
respondents had the option to provide their
contact information to be entered into a
drawing to win one of four $50 gift cards.
Luminosa ensured that all survey responses
and contact information submitted remains

confidential and will destroy all respondent
information after the survey is completed.
Near the end of July 2018, Luminosa
reported having received more than 725
survey responses, surpassing our goal. With
the survey now complete, complex staff is
excited to view the report that will be issued
later in August. We are confident that this
report will be an invaluable tool as we
develop a strategic plan for the future of the
complex.

Visitor Survey
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