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Battleship TEXAS Foundation

From The Director’s Chair

Today I am writing with some exciting news for our beloved 
Battleship Texas and for our supporters. As you know, the Bat-
tleship Texas has been facing her strongest enemy yet–water. 
Salt water continues to corrode the hull at an alarming rate. 
Every day, the Battleship Texas pumps 300 tons of water from 
her bowels. 

But to save the ship from the scrap yard, we must raise about 
$60 million dollars. Those funds will be used to construct a 
permanent dry berth for the Battleship Texas to rest in, finally 
free of corrosive salt water. 

But while fundraising efforts have been ongoing, the Battle-
ship Texas Foundation took an additional measure to inform a 
wider range of Texans about the dire condition of the ship and 
ramp up interest and engagement in our cause. 

In February 2018, the Battleship Texas Foundation hired Love 
Adv., an acclaimed and award-winning advertising agency in 
Houston, to create an ad campaign. The campaign is intended 
to raise awareness and creatively deliver our message.  

Today, I’m happy to announce this innovative campaign is 
ready to launch. 

Titled “Come and Save It”, the campaign rolls out today, May 
14th, and is running through November. The scope of the cam-
paign is wide ranging from digital media to robust PR efforts. 

It will begin with a digital media buy to raise awareness of our 
cause to a vast number of potential supporters nationwide. It 
includes display banners on sites our audience frequent, and 
a broad range of highly engaging social media ads on Face-
book. If you see these ads on your feed, we encourage you 
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From The Director’s Chair continued

to share them out as much as possible. The more the bet-
ter. These will be supported by an email campaign encourag-
ing you and many others to engage with our new microsite at 
www.ComeAndSaveIt.com. We invite you to go and see this 
innovative site. 

On it, you’ll see a new way to reach Texas lawmakers, who 
are vital to our efforts. The Texas legislature has the power to 
completely fund the restoration of the Battleship Texas. The 
microsite contains a button that sends an automated letter to 
your Congressman asking for his support to save our ship. 
There is also an option to personalize your message and tell 
him or her what saving the Battleship Texas would mean to 
you. Try it today and join the thousands of others who have 
already sent letters. The site will also contain information on 
the ship, ways to donate and list activities and events that will 
happen throughout the campaign. 

Titled “Battleship Texas Days”, these events will be held around 
the state including Houston, San Antonio, Dallas and Austin. 
These will be fun and entertaining for the whole family. Here 
are just a few activities you can enjoy: 

 • Battleship-sized petition. It’s not just a petition, it’s one 
of the largest ever created. And it will be presented to law-
makers in Austin. So come and add your name to the thou-
sands and help support the Battleship Texas. 

 • Life-size Battleship Game. Remember the game and the 
phrase “You sunk my battleship!”? We’re recreating a life-
size version that people of all ages can enjoy. 

 • Battleship Texas Merchandise. In addition to well-de-
signed apparel and trinkets, we will also have pieces of the 
actual Battleship Texas you can take home as souvenir of 
the last remaining dreadnought. 

I hope you are as excited about the coming months as we are. 
We encourage you to join our Battleship Texas Days and help 
us spread the word about our beloved Battleship Texas. I am 
confident that together our efforts will indeed help save our 
ship. 

If you’d like to donate money or your time, please visit  
ComeAndSaveIt.com. Thank you for your ongoing support.



A third project about to start, now that all fin-
ishes have been reviewed and tested, is the sta-
bilization and cosmetic refinishing of the for-
ward 3” ammunition magazines and handling 
room. This project will allow for the realistic 
stowage of 3” projectile tanks (storage contain-
ers) purchased by FTV several years ago and 
offer up a new space and function for future 
interpretation.

One maintenance project FTV is assisting the 
regular staff perform in the chipping, scraping, 
priming and painting of the forecastle water 
ways, which will give the ship a much cleaner 
and defined appearance.

Cleaning of existing interpretive spaces and 
common areas also continue as personnel are 
available.

Future work, which will begin as teams become 
available, will be the restoration of Stateroom 
D.

Hard Hat Tours
The March Hard Hat Tour experienced good 
weather and a good turnout of interested and 
fun visitors, earning FTV over $3,000.00 for 
future projects. The last Hard Hat Tour of the 
season, before the usual Summer hiatus, will be 
held this coming Saturday, May 19. For more in-
formation or to make reservations, please visit 
firsttexasvolunteers.org.
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By Don Fischer

Restoration
The First Texas Volunteers (FTV) has stepped 
off to a good start this Spring. An enhanced 
team has jumped back into the Combat Infor-
mation Center (CIC) restoration project and are 
well along in installing new, but period-like, in-
sulation and painting exposed surfaces.  The 
detail work on fixtures and furnishings will fol-
low. This project, in particular, is well situated 
to become a new focal point for interpretation 
during future Hard Hat Tours.

The team working to bring the 40mm guns 
back to a condition whereby visitors can again 
manipulate and swing the guns is moving for-
ward with ever increasing speed as the team 
learns more about the mechanics. Already the 
team has brought the port, waist 40mm mount 
back to a usable condition and refinished it 
completely. Now, some cosmetics are being 
applied to the starboard waist mount (used 
almost exclusively by the Overnight Program) 
and mechanical repair and maintenance work is 
underway on the two stern mounts. This work 
is highly beneficial, not only for the guns’ pres-
ervation, but also for the hands-on enjoyment 
and appreciation by the general public.
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight 
Youth Education Program
By Kandace Trujillo

We are having a busy Spring at the youth 
overnight education program. We thank the 
41 groups and 1091 campers that participated 
through the months of February through 
April. We hosted many different types of 
groups ranging from private school groups, 
cub scouts, boy scouts, and the YMCA.

We have hosted 53, 423 participants in the 
overnight program since the start of the 
program in September of 2001. Many are 
repeat participants. In the case of repeat 
participants, we give each them a different 
patch to commemorate each overnight stay.  
We have given out up to the fourth tour 
patch. The lucky participants were from The 
Woodlands.  We thank them for the continued 
support of the Battleship TEXAS and the 
overnight education program.

We’ve had some changes to the breakfast menu 
recently. For the past seven years, we have 
used Jenna’s Galley to cater our breakfast. 
Our participants enjoyed the food and we 
thank them supplying the great breakfasts. 
We’ve partnered with McDonalds to cater 
the breakfasts going forward. Participants 
can choose from Bacon Egg Cheese Biscuit, 
Sausage Griddle, 2 Sausage burritos, Sausage 
Biscuit, and Hotcakes. We thank McDonald’s 
for their partnership and support.  

If you would like to participate in an overnight 
program, please contact me at:

We are starting to book for the fall. These 
dates fill up quickly.

 (281) 542-0684 (office) or at
overnight@battleshiptexas.org
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Welcome Amanda Carter

We are excited to announce the selection 
of Amanda Carter as the Lloyd J. Gregory 
Collections Management Intern for 2018.  
The Battleship TEXAS Foundation provides 
funding for this annual program, which began 
in summer 2017. Throughout the course of 
the 400-hour internship program, the intern 
assists full-time staff in conducting a partial 
inventory of artifacts in the ship’s historic 
collections. The inventory process includes 
creating and editing digital images of artifacts, 
performing condition reports, and updating 
descriptions and locations in the collections 
management database, Re:discovery. The 
intern gains hands-on experience in applying 
best practices in creative ways to meet 
the real-world constraints (such as limited 
budget) that frequently impact collections 
management practices in historic sites. 
Curatorial staff will supervise this position 
and look forward to having Amanda’s 
assistance with on-going inventory and 
digitization efforts.  Amanda has a B.A. in 
History from the University of Texas and 
earned the M.A. degree in Public History from 
Texas State University.  She gained extensive 
experience working with archival materials 
and twentieth-century artifacts while serving 
as the Intern for Museum Collections for the 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library 
and Museum in Austin. We are grateful to 
Battleship TEXAS Foundation for funding 
this internship and continuing to support 
collections management on the ship. Welcome 
aboard, Amanda!

By Sarah Conlon, Curator

 Page 4  

Whew! Things have certainly calmed down 
around here after the rush of special events 
and holidays last quarter. Now that we are fi-
nally able to catch our breath, we are taking a 
look at the year to come, and it looks great! 
Here are a few exciting things on the horizon:  
 

Structural Repairs 
The paperwork has begun for the next round 
of structural repairs, and we hope to have a 
contractor begin work around the boiler 
rooms within the year. But first, we will need 
to survey the areas identified for work to 
evaluate the scope and details of the work to 
be done. Then, we will go out to bid for a con-
tractor who can make those areas sounder.  
 

Audio Tours 
Speaking of paperwork, we are currently wait-
ing for our State Historic Preservation Office 
(Texas Historical Commission) and the Na-
tional Parks Service to give us the green light 
to begin producing audio tours for the ship. 
We received word last summer that the Na-
tional Parks Service awarded the ship a Mari-
time Heritage Grant for a little less than 
$50,000 for producing audio tours for adults 
and children, in English and Spanish. Even 
though we’ve had to cool our heels the past 
few months, we are still excited about being 
able to bring this new interpretive offering to 
the public. We are hoping these tours will help 
the ship come alive for the ship’s prospective 
stewards and supporters. 
 

Bringing Our Collections to the People,   
Digitization 
Sarah Conlon, the ship’s collections manager, 
will continue working behind the scenes to 
ensure the safety and accessibility of objects 
in the ship’s collections. One of the major pro-
jects Sarah will be tackling this year is collec-
tions digitization. Digital copies of all the pho-
tos, postcards, and documents in our collec-
tion will make it easier for staff, volunteers, 
and researchers to get the information they 
need from the collection. The University of 
North Texas has granted the ship digitization 

services to create high-quality scans of the 
ship’s historic photograph collection. These 
scans are also uploaded to the Portal to Texas 
History (http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/BTXPC/), where anyone who is in-
terested can browse through the images. A 
new batch of photos will be added to The Por-
tal this summer. Sarah and ship’s staff are 
also working on establishing a partnership 
with the Texas Archive of the Moving Image to 
professionally digitize the ship’s 1931 Lanni 
film, which is the only remaining film that 
portrays life aboard the ship during her active 
service. Once digitized, this film can be place 
online for easy viewing for anyone who is in-
terested. 
 

Interpretive Training and Projects 
The ship’s interpreter, Sarah Faulkner, has 
been selected to undergo Master Interpreter 
Training through TPWD’s Interpretive Services 
Program this year. She will continue to share 
some of her interpretive wisdom with the 
ship’s docents by presenting interpretive 
trainings on Second Saturdays out at the ship. 
Sarah will also hone her interpretive skills 
during her Master Interpreter Training by 
completing three projects that will benefit the 
ship.  These projects will include creating the-
matic travelling trunks that teachers can 
check out and use in their classrooms, and an 
activity booklet for children to use when they 
visit. This activity booklet will engage kids in 
the ship’s story, and possibly dovetail with 
the audio tour for kids.  
 

2016 is looking like an exciting year, and we 
certainly have our work cut out for us! We are 
all looking forward to this labor of love, and 
welcome anyone who is interested in helping 
out.  

By  Stephanie Croatt,  Curator 

World War I Exhibit  
in the Wardroom

Have you visited Battleship TEXAS lately? If 
not, be sure to drop by the Wardroom on 2nd 
Deck to view a temporary exhibit titled “The 
War Illustrated: Scenes from the Great War.” 
This exhibit was developed in partnership 
with Dr. Jonathan Rayner of the University of 
Sheffield in England and will be on display 
from March 1 through December 1, 2018, 
in honor of the World War One Centennial. 
The War Illustrated was a weekly publication 
that kept the British public informed with 
the latest news on the war through articles, 
maps, photographs, and illustrations. The 
exhibit features articles and images from The 
War Illustrated and documents the alliance 
that developed between the United States 
and Great Britain from 1914 to 1918. After 
visiting this exhibit, take some time to view 
the companion display, which tells the story 
of TEXAS’ involvement in the Great War and 
features artifacts from the ship’s collection. 
Some highlights include a scrapbook, military 
medals, and uniform items that originally 
belonged to TEXAS crewmembers who served 
during World War I.   
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Be a Proud Owner of the Battleship Texas 1911 Colt 45cal. 

The Battleship Texas Foundation has partnered with Colt Fire Arms and Baron Engraving to produce 
a commemorative model 1911 Colt 45cal. 

The commemorative 1911 was designed by the Colt Firearms and Baron Engraving, in partnership with 
The Battleship Texas Foundation. Colt Firearms has been a long-standing leader in the production of 
quality firearms. Their reputation for quality and price make them an industry leader.

The Colt will feature silver and gold-plated engraving of the 1914 USS Texas, the upgraded 1927 
USS Texas. Serial numbers will be released in tandem with order placement.

This partnership enables ship supporters to own a piece of history and help fund The Battleship 
Texas Battleship Foundation’s efforts. 

Orders are currently being accepted.  Introductory pricing is being offered at a cost of $1,799.00 
and will be in effect on all orders placed on or before May 31, 2018. Each order will include a 
paperweight made from original steel removed from The Texas during the latest round of repairs, 
value of $150.  Orders are tax exempt due to the Foundation’s 501c status. 

Payment is due when order is placed. The Battleship Texas Foundation will contact buyers directly 
to coordinate pick up.  Payment may be made in cash, check or credit card. 

Please contact Bruce Bramlett at The Battleship Texas Foundation at bruce@battleshiptexas.org with 
any questions you may have or you can reach him at 713-827-9620 or 281-300-5563. 

Thank you for your support of the USS Texas.

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

City:  ______________________________________________  State:  ______________________  Zip:  _____________

Phone #:  ___________________________________________  Email:  _______________________________________

Quantity:  _________  Credit Card #:  _________________________________________  Exp. Date:  _______________
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Howard McGee

Walter Ress, USMC  

Jack D. Southworth 

Parker W. Town 

Charles B. Jackino, WWII BB34

Morris Ralph Smith, U.S. Army, WWII

Wallace Seiske, U.S. Navy, WWII 

Dick Cain, USN 1915-1916

Nancy W. Koeing

Late Col. Charles Opeil Seminole, Texas b-17 Pilot,  
11th Bomb Grp. on 12 7, 1941

AMM Clarence W. Ferguson 

Sgt. Rusk

Milton T. Scales, Sr. (USN)

Father Joseph La Rocca, 985 F.A. WWII

William Carson McCoy, Sr

Virginia Lee “Ginny” ( Jackson) Wells



One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056

Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


