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Battleship TEXAS Foundation

From The Director’s Chair

We were saddened to hear of the passing of Charles Spann. I 
had the great fortune to meet Mr. Spann at the 100 Anniversary 
Celebration on The Texas. Mr. Spann was our oldest attendee 
at age 102. Shortly before his death I wrote him a letter to wish 
him a happy birthday. After Mr. Spann’s death I got to spend 
about a half hour on the phone with his daughter. What an 
incredible man he was. We honor you Mr. Spann and we will 
all miss you.

Charles Lawrence Spann
Aug. 18, 1912 - Aug. 27, 2017

Charles Spann, 105, passed away in his sleep very 
early Sunday morning, August 27, 2017. Charlie was 
born in Clifton, AZ on Aug. 18, 1912, to Charles and 
Mabel Spann. He had an older sister Alice Spann 
Crabb. He attended Clifton High School and excelled 
in tennis. While in high school he worked part time 
as a butcher and over the years he demonstrated 
his skill at carving up the meat. He also butchered 
a number of deer brought to him by his hunting 
buddies. After graduating in 1930 the butcher shop 
closed down and work was hard to find during the 
depression. Finally in 1932 he signed up to join the 
Navy. Due to the small acceptance of applications at the time it took a full 
year before they got to his name. He learned his trade there as an electrician 
proudly serving his country from Aug. 1933 to Aug. 1937. He served on 
land and on the sea on the USS Texas. He enjoyed attending reunions of the 
ship and was the oldest surviving member of the crew. Upon leaving the 
Navy he worked for Phelps Dodge and Bechtel. In 1937 he met the love of 
his life, Maude Robertson, who was visiting the Clifton area. They married 
on Dec. 8,1939. They were married for over 77 years. Moving to California 
he began working as a maintenance electrician in the foundry business. 
This only lasted a few years as the weather was too cold and rainy. Then 
moving to Phoenix, AZ he worked construction. It turned out AZ was too 
hot and sunny so after a few years it was back to CA and eventually settling 
in San Lorenzo and back to work in the foundry business finishing up his 
42 year career at Pacific Steel Casting in Berkeley CA. Charlie served in a 
number of organizations including Elks, PTA, the local Democratic Club, 
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From The Director’s Chair continued

and The San Lorenzo Sociables.  Charlie and Maude enjoyed a number of 
cruises. One of their best trips was going through the Panama Canal which 
Charlie had also done in the Navy and then they celebrated their seventieth  
wedding anniversary by renewing their vows in a ceremony performed by 
the ship’s captain. One of the joys of his life was going to his cabin in 
Boulder Creek CA with the family and his beloved dog Pretzel. There was 
a special place there he called his office. It consisted of two redwood trees 
that supported his Navy hammock. In his family he was famous for his BBQ 
and smoked meat aptly aided by Maude turning out some unique sauces. 
In the 1950s before mesquite was widely recognized as a prime BBQ fuel 
he was already importing it from AZ. Many people struck up conversations 
with Charlie when he was out driving his beautiful 1967 RS Camaro. His 
driver’s license wasn’t due to expire until 2019 but he had stopped driving 
about two years ago. Another favorite pastime was playing pool. Charlie 
had a few friends that liked pool but would not play with him because 
he always won. He enjoyed teaching some of his grandsons to play. Once 
Charlie and grandson Ben entered a pool tournament and both won first 
place in their class. In later years as he slowed down he loved reading 
westerns, particularly Louis L’Amour novels. He was looking forward to 
receiving the latest one which he had on order. Charlie and Maude became 
quite the celebrities in the last few years by appearing in TV commercials 
and on billboards from CA to New York City for Meals on Wheels. Charlie is 
survived by his son Larry Spann (Fran) and Carol Newsom (Bob) and many 
grand, great grand and great great grandchildren.  The family would like 
to thank the wonderful care given to Charlie by the staff of Tender Heart 
Home Care in his final months. In lieu of flowers, donations may be given 
to Meals on Wheels. A memorial service will be held for family and friends 
at 1:00 PM on Saturday, September 9, 2017 at Chapel of the Chimes 32992 
Mission Blvd., Hayward, Ca 94544.

TPWD Infrastructure Update by Daniel Shetler

As the Structural Repairs project is now reaching the half-way 
point, we are starting to get an idea of the final product of the 
improvements. Taylor Marine is in the last stages of work in the CPO 
Mess area and although the damage and corrosion was extensive, 
the improvements and repairs are leaving the TEXAS “ship shape”.  

With a primary intent to increase the flood water pumping capacity, 
and therefore improve the stability of the Battleship, TPWD has 
initiated a project to deliver:

• Upgraded Primary Electrical Utility
• Improved Main Electrical Distribution
• An Emergency Diesel Generator with Automatic Transfer Switch
• Increased quantity of Blister Tank pumps

The Project kicked off with a Pre-Construction Meeting this past 
Monday, 10/16. A strong collaborative effort between FlintCo, 
their sub-contractors & vendors and Taylor Marine was established 
knowing that the activities between these two contractors will be 
closely monitored and coordinated with the Ship’s Staff. FlintCo will 
mobilize on-site and begin processing submittals throughout the 
next month. Both projects are expected to wrap up, together, on the 
Summer of 2018.



about $1,400.00 in donations. While this was a 
considerable drop in attendance and revenue, it 
seems certain that much of this was due to the 
impart of Hurricane Harvey.

A second Hard Hat Tour was conducted on 
October 21 for visitors who had registered 
for the tour before a scheduling change 
was made for the earlier date above. Some 
visitors were traveling quite some distance, 
so rather than cancel this date, FTV felt the 
only appropriate thing to do was to honor 
the original commitment. Everyone seemed 
to appreciate the effort, and naturally, guides 
enjoyed showing off the ship.  The next Hard 
Hat Tour is scheduled for November 18, 2017.  
See details at firsttexasvolunteers.org.

The first Movie Night of this season is scheduled 
for October 28, which will take place around or 
before publication of this edition. The goal of 
the event is to bring all our members together 
in a non-work atmosphere to have some fun, 
but yet foster team identity. Films screened 
are period works seen by the crew of the Texas 
during her service life, especially during World 
War II, and associated newsreels, shorts, and 
cartoons. This month’s feature is Action in the 
North Atlantic, starring Humphrey Bogart.

Coming up on November 11, Veteran’s Day, will 
be FTV’s Fall “Victory Dance”, which earned 
FTV over $1,000.00 last time. Those, who have 
attended before, have enjoyed the period, big 
band music, while dancing aboard the Texas.  
For details, see firsttexasvolunteers.org.
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By Don Fischer

General
This quarter, Houston simmered through 
August and then was struck by Hurricane 
Harvey in September, bringing most restoration 
to a standstill. Since that event, many members 
of FTV have been focused on recovery rather 
than work aboard ship.  Nevertheless, work on 
the 40mm gun mounts has continued, albeit 
with a slower pace.

Hard Hat Tours and Special Events
The First Texas Volunteers escorted some 
65 Marines assigned to the local Inspector-
Instructor staff on a special Hard Hat Tour on 
September 27. The “I & I” staff are regulars, who 
support the Marine reserve units that make up 
the 1st Battalion, 23rd Marines along the Gulf 
coast. In addition to the usual discussions, 
efforts were made to make contrasts and 
comparisons of the functions and life of the 
wartime crew of the Texas to the Marines’ 
individual fields of specialty and current tasks 
with the reserves. They also spent the other half 
of the day walking the San Jacinto Battleground, 
studying the movements of both opposing 
forces, Mexican and Texan.

The first scheduled Hard Hat Tour of the season 
was conducted on October 7, earning FTV 
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight 
Youth Education Program
By Kandace Trujillo

We are having a busy Fall at the youth overnight 
education program. We thank the 21 groups 
and 393 campers that participated through 
the months of August through October. They 
braved the last of the Summer heat. We are 
looking forward to the cooler months ahead.

While we get groups from all over Texas, the 
majority of the groups we have are from the 
Houston area. Several of the groups scheduled 
for September and October were affected by 
Hurricane Harvey. Because of this, we had to 
reschedule many of the groups. We were happy 
that many of the groups are rescheduled 
and are planning to still participate in the 
overnight program. 

Battleship TEXAS hosted the Broadsides 
Event on October 13th-15th. This event is 
a war gaming convention that has taken 
place on the ship annually since 2011. Their 
wargames depict military actions on land, air, 
and above and below the sea. The convention 
also included guest speakers. Rear Admiral 
Ron Horton and Ship’s Manager Andy Smith 
were amongst the guest speakers. Convention 
attendees were able to learn more about the 
TEXAS and Andy addressed the recent efforts 
to improve the structural integrity of the ship. 
Rear Admiral Horton discussed the highlights 
of his career and experiences in the United 
States Navy.  

Some lucky wargamers were able to participate 
in a modified overnight education program. 
They were given a guided tour of the ship and 
slept in what was once the ship’s library.

We thank Andy Bouffard and everyone with 
the Houston Beer and Pretzel Wargaming who 
put on this convention and will donate all 
proceeds to the Battleship TEXAS Foundation. 
We are already looking forward to next year.

We are starting to book overnights for the 
Winter. The Winter season is one our busiest 
season so book early. If you would like to 
book an overnight or check for available 
dates, please contact:

overnight@battleshiptexas.org  
or (281) 542-0684 (office)
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Lloyd J. Gregory Collections 
Management Internship Recap: 
A Successful First Year

Battleship TEXAS has more than 20,000 two-
dimensional and three-dimensional historic 
artifacts housed aboard the ship and in off-site 
storage. Curatorial staff devote many hours 
each year to conducting inventories of each 
storage area, which involves photographing 
or scanning each item, reviewing the object’s 
condition, and documenting its storage location 
in the site’s collections management database, 
Re:discovery. The ship’s small Curatorial 
Department relies heavily on volunteers 
and interns for assistance in managing the 
collection, but long-term retention can be 
difficult when positions are not paid. At the 
same time, history and museum studies 
students need hands-on experience in order to 
secure jobs in the field, but paid internships 
are rare and highly competitive.  

In 2016, ship staff approached BTF with a 
proposal to develop an internship to assist 
with managing the site’s collection. The goal 
of the internship was to increase the number 
of trained staff able to work directly with the 
ship’s collections, which would expand staff’s 
inventory capacity during the internship period. 
TPWD staff and BTF agreed that this internship 
represented an important opportunity for 
both organizations to support the professional 
development of an undergraduate or graduate 
student seeking to gain real-world experience 
working in a historic site. Ship staff agreed 
to train and supervise the participant for 
four hundred hours of work aboard the ship; 
Battleship TEXAS Foundation committed to 

By Sarah Conlon
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Whew! Things have certainly calmed down 
around here after the rush of special events 
and holidays last quarter. Now that we are fi-
nally able to catch our breath, we are taking a 
look at the year to come, and it looks great! 
Here are a few exciting things on the horizon:  
 

Structural Repairs 
The paperwork has begun for the next round 
of structural repairs, and we hope to have a 
contractor begin work around the boiler 
rooms within the year. But first, we will need 
to survey the areas identified for work to 
evaluate the scope and details of the work to 
be done. Then, we will go out to bid for a con-
tractor who can make those areas sounder.  
 

Audio Tours 
Speaking of paperwork, we are currently wait-
ing for our State Historic Preservation Office 
(Texas Historical Commission) and the Na-
tional Parks Service to give us the green light 
to begin producing audio tours for the ship. 
We received word last summer that the Na-
tional Parks Service awarded the ship a Mari-
time Heritage Grant for a little less than 
$50,000 for producing audio tours for adults 
and children, in English and Spanish. Even 
though we’ve had to cool our heels the past 
few months, we are still excited about being 
able to bring this new interpretive offering to 
the public. We are hoping these tours will help 
the ship come alive for the ship’s prospective 
stewards and supporters. 
 

Bringing Our Collections to the People,   
Digitization 
Sarah Conlon, the ship’s collections manager, 
will continue working behind the scenes to 
ensure the safety and accessibility of objects 
in the ship’s collections. One of the major pro-
jects Sarah will be tackling this year is collec-
tions digitization. Digital copies of all the pho-
tos, postcards, and documents in our collec-
tion will make it easier for staff, volunteers, 
and researchers to get the information they 
need from the collection. The University of 
North Texas has granted the ship digitization 

services to create high-quality scans of the 
ship’s historic photograph collection. These 
scans are also uploaded to the Portal to Texas 
History (http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/BTXPC/), where anyone who is in-
terested can browse through the images. A 
new batch of photos will be added to The Por-
tal this summer. Sarah and ship’s staff are 
also working on establishing a partnership 
with the Texas Archive of the Moving Image to 
professionally digitize the ship’s 1931 Lanni 
film, which is the only remaining film that 
portrays life aboard the ship during her active 
service. Once digitized, this film can be place 
online for easy viewing for anyone who is in-
terested. 
 

Interpretive Training and Projects 
The ship’s interpreter, Sarah Faulkner, has 
been selected to undergo Master Interpreter 
Training through TPWD’s Interpretive Services 
Program this year. She will continue to share 
some of her interpretive wisdom with the 
ship’s docents by presenting interpretive 
trainings on Second Saturdays out at the ship. 
Sarah will also hone her interpretive skills 
during her Master Interpreter Training by 
completing three projects that will benefit the 
ship.  These projects will include creating the-
matic travelling trunks that teachers can 
check out and use in their classrooms, and an 
activity booklet for children to use when they 
visit. This activity booklet will engage kids in 
the ship’s story, and possibly dovetail with 
the audio tour for kids.  
 

2016 is looking like an exciting year, and we 
certainly have our work cut out for us! We are 
all looking forward to this labor of love, and 
welcome anyone who is interested in helping 
out.  

By  Stephanie Croatt,  Curator 

providing a stipend for living expenses. Ship 
staff and BTF employee, Kandace Trujillo, 
conducted interviews with select candidates 
in the spring and made their selection.   

Thanks to the generosity of Battleship Texas 
Foundation, ship staff were pleased to welcome 
Megan McClory as the first participant in the 
Lloyd J. Gregory Collections Management 
Internship Program during Summer 2017. 
Megan is a senior at Brandeis University in 
Waltham, Massachusetts and arrived in Texas 
after spending her junior year abroad in Scotland 
and Japan; she plans to pursue a doctoral degree 
in history following graduation. Megan arrived 
at the ship in late May, received the necessary 
training to handle artifacts, operate the ship’s 
collections database, and edit digital images 
using Adobe Photoshop, and began assisting 
with the digitization of our archival collection.  
Throughout the course of her internship, 
Megan successfully inventoried, scanned, 
and edited images for 544 distinct archival 
documents (many containing more than one 
page) and 778 historic photographs. She also 
assisted ship staff by supervising curatorial 
volunteers working with archival materials.  
Megan’s favorite part of the internship was 
conducting an inventory for a storage cabinet 
with large maps, prints, and posters from the 
ship’s service history.  

Megan’s work this summer was a significant 
contribution to our staff’s ongoing digitization 
efforts and we are grateful to BTF for funding her 
position. Thanks to Megan for all her hard work 
and thanks to the Battleship TEXAS Foundation 
for supporting her internship! We look forward 
to continuing this partnership in the future.      
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The Battleship Texas Foundation has 
partnered with Henry Arms Company 
and Barron Engraving to produce a 
commemorative model .22 caliber rifle.

The commemorative rifle was designed 
by the Henry Arms and Barron Engraving, 
in partnership with The Battleship Texas 
Foundation. Henry Arms has been a 
long standing leader in the production of quality firearms. Built in America and priced fairly 
their reputation for quality and price make them an industry leader.

The Henry will feature silver and gold engraved etchings of the 1914 USS Texas, the upgraded 
1927 USS Texas, and The State of Texas seal. Serial numbers will be released in tandem with 
order placement.

This partnership enables ship supporters to own a piece of history and help fund The Battleship 
Texas Battleship Foundation’s efforts.

Orders are currently being accepted. Introductory pricing is being offered at a cost of $999.00 
and will be in effect on all orders placed on or before December 31, 2017. Orders are tax exempt 
due to the Foundation’s 501c status.

Payment is due when order is placed. The Battleship Texas Foundation will contact buyers 
directly to coordinate pick up. Payment may be made in cash, check or credit card. Credit card 
processing fees will apply ($50.00).

Please contact Bruce Bramlett at The Battleship 
Texas Foundation at bruce@battleshiptexas.org 
with any questions you may have or you can reach 
him at 713-827-9620 or 281-300-5563.

Thank you for your support of the USS Texas.

Be a Proud Owner of the Battleship Texas 
Henry Commemorative Rifle

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

City:  ______________________________________________  State:  ______________  Zip:  ___________________

Phone #:  _________________________________________  Email:  _______________________________________

Quantity:  __________  Credit Card #:  __________________________________  Exp. Date:  __________________
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One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056

Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


