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Battleship TEXAS Foundation

From The Director’s Chair
Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to all of you. You will 
recall that for the last several issues I have been sharing with you 
some of my favorite stories about former crew members that 
were born out time I have spent with them over the years. In this 
issue I want to share another of my favorites.

March of 2014 was an amazing time for all of us as we celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of The Texas. We were so fortunate to have 
34 former crew members make it home for this special day. It was 
quite a treat to see all of these American heroes and their families. 
To observe their families in this setting was great. I realized in that 
moment that for many of them they were witnessing their father, 
grandfather, or great grandfather in the context of their service.

All of those who attended had their own dinner the next night 
and they ask me if I would come and say a few words. Wow, I 
struggled with what I might possibly say to them that would be 
worthy. As it turned out, as it always does, I received way more 
than I gave. Here is my favorite story form that night. 

One by one these men stepped forward to share a memory. Here 
is my favorite. One of our guys said this: 

When I was a young sailor on the Texas I got a note to come to 
The Captain’s office. I thought to myself oh no. What could I have 
done? Enlisted men do not go to The Captain’s office. Heck, we 
were not allowed in the officer’s area. Scared to death I walked 
into the Captain’s office. From his desk the Captain looked up at 
me and said, “sailor, I have a letter here from your momma.” “I 
have never seen a letter like this before.” “Your momma says that 
she has not heard from you in six months.” “Here is paper and 
envelopes and the postage is free.” “I better never get another 
like this from your momma.” “Are we clear on this sailor?”

I said, “YES SIR.”

He added, “my momma got lots of letters from me after that.” In my 
first letter I told my mom, “please don’t write my Captain anymore.” 
She wrote me back and said, “then do as you were told.”

“By the way, I did as I was told.”
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Be a Proud Owner of the Battleship Texas 
1911 Commemorative Pistol

In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 1914 Battleship 
Texas Commissioning, The Battleship Texas Foundation has 
partnered with Colt’s Manufacturing Company to produce a 
commemorative model of the original .45 caliber sidearm issued 
to USS Texas in 1911. 

The commemorative sidearm was designed by the Colt 
Manufacturing Company in partnership with The Battleship Texas 
Foundation. Colt began producing quality firearms in 1836, the 
same year the state of Texas won its independence.

The gun will be crafted with rosewood grips and feature silver and 
gold engraved etchings of the 1914 USS Texas, the upgraded 1927 
USS Texas, the Star of Texas and the Mighty T ship logo in its design. 
Serial numbers will be released in tandem with order placement.

This partnership enables ship supporters to own a piece of history 
and help fund The Battleship Texas Battleship Foundation’s efforts. 

Orders are currently being accepted. Introductory pricing is being 
offered at a cost of $1899.00 and will be in effect on all orders 
placed on or before December 31, 2016.  Orders are tax exempt 
due to the Foundation’s 501c status. 

The order process will close when run out of Colts. Payment is 
due when order is placed. The Battleship Texas Foundation will 
contact buyers directly to coordinate pick up. Payment may be 
made in cash, check or credit card. Credit card processing fees 
will apply ($50.00)

Please contact Bruce Bramlett at The Battleship Texas Foundation 
at bruce@battleshiptexas.org with any questions you may have or 
you can reach him at 713-827-9620 or 281-300-5563. 

Thank you for your support of the USS Texas.

mailto:bruce%40battleshiptexas.org?subject=
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TPWD Battleship Texas; BB-35 Update

By Daniel Shetler

As with any Change of Command, there is excitement of upcoming possibilities, coupled with 
the anxiety of a new “Skipper”. It is with great honor that I step in as the TPWD Project Manager 
for the second round of structural repairs to Battleship Texas; BB-35.

For the readers that have become familiar with the progress of our efforts and accustomed to 
Neil Thomas’ submissions, you should know that Neil is still here and will continue to be very 
involved with the ship. Mr. Thomas has set a standard of leadership that will be a challenge 
to live up to and has performed his duties in a manner keeping with the highest standards 
of Naval tradition and as a steward of the TEXAS. His performance has proven Neil to be a 
valuable asset to the State and as such, additional responsibilities have been put in his charge. 
As a US Navy Veteran, I am eager to accept this assignment and feel that it provides me an 
opportunity to continue my service. Having served on the USS Harry S Truman; CNV-75 I hope 
that my experience in Damage Control and Hull Repair will bring value to the team and success 
to our project.

As stated in the 1st General Order of Navy Service, I am ready to take charge of the post.  I accept 
the Watch Mr. Thomas.  You may stand-down, properly relieved.

At the close of the last update, Dreadnought dated January 2015, the future of continued repairs 
to Battleship Texas was somewhat uncertain.  I am happy to report that the State Legislature saw 
to it that the Battleship, along with many other State Parks and Historic sites, will be well taken 
care of. TPWD has, once again, received funding and contracted with AECOM for design services.  
The success of the last repair effort has left us with a long list of Lesson learned, of which was 
to continue to rely on the exceptional services provided by AECOM and their consultants.

Throughout the Spring and Summer of 2016, TPWD and AECOM have worked diligently to survey 
the ship, develop a scope of work and prepare documents that will guide the remaining repair 
work for stabilizing the ship’s structure.  Key features of the currently proposed project will 
include repair and/or refitting the structural components supporting the ship’s steering gear, aft 
emergency diesel generator and the ship’s boilers, among many other repairs. Of significant note 
here is the fact that the ship’s boilers are, themselves, listed as National Engineering Landmark 
and will receive appropriate consideration. At the time of this publication, the Team is engaged 
in the evaluation of bid proposals and selecting the contractor that will perform the work. 

continued on next page
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TPWD Battleship Texas; BB-35 Update 
continued

To be clear, the end game has remained the same; preserve and maintain the ship. The possibility 
of dry berth is still on the table and part of the overall conversation regarding the ultimate 
disposition of the TEXAS.  The Team believes that this repair effort is critical to that goal. 
Maintaining a strong keel and material readiness, through compartmentalization of the ship’s 
spaces, will enhance our ability to control flooding as it occurs. Unfortunately, time and nature 
have taken a major toll on the structural of the ship. After 100 years in brackish water, the 
ship’s hull and internal structure have suffered extensive corrosion which is contributing to her 
slow and steady deterioration. However, as the battle cry heard from Damage Control parties 
on every ship in the fleet declares “Don’t give up the Ship!” we will continue our dedication and 
ensure that BB-35 is available for the citizens of Texas, and all, for another 100 years.
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Passing of TEXAS Crewmember  
John Eddleman
It is with sad heart that we announce the passing 
of Mr. Will John Eddleman former USS TEXAS 
crewmember who passed away August 27th at 
the age of 94 at his home in Stillwater, Ok.

John was born in Tipton, OK to Fred and Irene 
Eddleman. He loved that town, participating in 
Boy Scouts, football, riding his horse Cricket, 
and playing the trombone. John later moved 
to the Mead/Durant area to finish school. He 
joined the U.S. Navy in January of 1942, and 
spent almost 4 years aboard the Battleship Texas 
going on invasions in North Africa, Normandy, 
Cherbourg, Italy, Iwo Jima and finally Okinawa.

Because John had played the trombone, he was 
assigned to bugler school, so spent his time on 
the navigation bridge during the war. It wasn’t 
unusual for him to play the bugle in “swing 
time.” He received numerous medals, especially 
for his actions after the bridge was hit during 
the battle of Cherbourg. John remained loyal to 
“his ship” the rest of his life going to numerous 
reunions, raising money for its restoration, 
and sharing his knowledge with many navy 
historians. He would describe himself as a 
Patriot. After the war, John attended Fresno 
State, but felt the call to come back home, and 
joined the Oklahoma Highway Patrol in 1950 
spending 20 years serving the state in Chandler, 
Pauls Valley, Watonga, Vinita, and finally OKC, 
where he was civil defense and communications 
director, size and weights, and was the liaison 
director for building the current Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol building. He took great pride 
in seeing that project through. Every aspect of 
being a trooper was important to John, whether 
it meant working an accident, helping stranded 
motorists, giving safety talks, or teaching 
lessons to new cadets. After retirement from 

REVEILLE

John Eddleman with his family at the Battleship TEXAS 
reunion March 2014.

the Patrol, John worked for P.C. Schools as the 
Transportation Director, and as Chief of Police. 
Anyone who knew John would most likely tell 
you that he was a great storyteller. His attention 
to details was amazing. John’s stories were 
funny, heartwarming, and often life lessons. He 
became a Christian as a young boy, and put his 
trust in The Sermon on the Mount. John also 
had a passion for boats, and owned too many to 
count. Many fun weekends were spent at Lake 
Eufaula, where he put to practice his building 
skills. John biggest achievement was that he 
knew how to make memories with his family, 
which where his pride and joy.

He first married Vera during the war, and 
daughter, Linda, was born. He later married 
Bea, and had daughters, Johnita and Nancy. 
After Bea’s death, John was reunited with and 
married his childhood sweetheart from Tipton, 
Kathryn. Kathryn had two daughters, Jill and 
Ann. He was predeceased by wives, Bea and 
Kathryn; his parents; brothers, Rineheart, Lee 
Roy, Gene; and sister, Fredoline. Perhaps John 
would say his biggest source of pride was his 
family, whom he loved so much.
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ability to attack our fleet decisively.

Other work has begun to restore other 
compartments on the 2nd Deck for the expansion 
of the Foundation’s Overnight Program. This will 
benefit the ship via the Foundation’s ability to raise 
more funds and reach out to more kids in its mission 
of education. The ship’s regular staff is leading this 
effort with funding from the Foundation.

Hard Hat Tours
The first Hard Hat Tour of the 2016 - 2017 season 
was held on Saturday, October 15.  As expected, 
FTV is pleased to report that everyone uniformly 
enjoyed the tours, but FTV also experienced a 
lower than expected turnout.  While disappointing 
in that respect, it is understood that October is 
always a very busy month with multitudes of big 
events and unending competition for everyone’s 
time and money.  

Due to the upcoming continuation of major 
structural repairs in the lower portions of the 
ship, plus the need to replace the aging and 
failing fire alarm system, most areas below the 
2nd Deck are already closed to visitors and 
volunteers.  Happily, though, through the means 
of drafting a new Hard Hat Tour pathway and 
schedule, coupled with specific and well thought 
out communications requirements, FTV was able 
to conduct these important and well regarded 
tours.  One specific change was the replacement 
of the Boiler Room visit with that of the CIC.  Both 
are important spaces and the inclusion of CIC 
offers up another opportunity to touch upon the 
restoration work of FTV with our visitors.

The next Hard Hat Tour is scheduled 
for Saturday, November 19. Please visit  
www.firsttexasvolunteers.org for details and to 
reserve a spot on the tour.  

By Don Fischer

Restoration
With the time currently available to all the 
project team volunteers - always a struggle 
between desires and commitments - work 
continues on the Combat Information Center 
(CIC), the Wooden Main Deck, Movie Locker 
and both stern mounted 40mm Gun Mounts.  
While each project is important for different 
reasons, the CIC is critical in opening a new 
compartment for exhibition and interpretation.  
It will tell a story of the advances in technology, 
organization to make use of that technology, and 
subsequent wartime experience in producing 
effective results from its incorporation.

Presently the compartment is primed and most 
pins that hold the insulation, which is still to be 
hung, spot welded in place.  Installation of the 
insulation will be the next major activity along with 
the painting of the compartment itself; however, 
the real test is to come. This will be the refinishing 
of all equipment within the compartment, 
including three different plotting tables, a radar 
repeater and numerous radios and transmitters.

As expressed before, this compartment offers 
up a wonderful opportunity to interpret a 
major breakthrough in naval operations in 
World War II by which the creation of such 
spaces allowed for the coordination of all war 
fighting capabilities of the ship, strengthened a 
commander’s span of control, and ultimately, 
in the Pacific particularly, defeated the enemy’s 

http://www.firsttexasvolunteers.org
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight 
Youth Education Program

By Kandace Trujillo

We are having a busy Fall at the youth 
overnight education program. We thank the 
27 groups and 765 campers that participated 
through the months of August through 
October. We hosted scout groups, birthday 
parties, and even a family reunion. We hosted 
the Newbold Family reunion in early August. 
Twenty-two members of the Newbold Family 
participated. The members of the family were 
from all around the country including Utah, 
Ohio, and Texas. We are now booking into next 
year. If you would like to book an overnight, 
please email overnight@battleshiptexas.org 
or call 281-542-0684.

The Overnight Program hosted the 
participants of the TEXAS Broadsides event 
from October 7th-9th. TEXAS Broadsides 
is a war gaming convention. War gamers 
from around the country participated in 
the convention. The games depict military 
actions on land, in the air, and above and 
below the surface of the sea. In addition to 
the games, there were vendors and guest 
speakers. The guest speakers included 
James Hornfischer and James Thomas.  All 
proceeds from the convention are donated to 
the Battleship TEXAS Foundation. Thank you 
TEXAS Broadsides! 

Members of the Overnight Program staff 
participate in outreach events to promote the 
overnight program as well raise awareness 
for the Battleship TEXAS. In September, the 

Overnight Program participated in an event 
hosted by Houston Vintage. Houston Vintage 
is an organization that brings together vendors 
selling vintage clothing and accessories.

The Houston Vintage Event took place on 
September 18, 2016 at the 1940 Air Terminal 
Museum. It was the 7th annual market event.  
There were food trucks, educational exhibits, 
and classic cars on display. The Overnight 
program brought the Oerlikon 20mm gun 
trailer and had an educational display. Items 
made from ship steel were also sold. It was 
truly a successful event. We raised money as 
well as awareness for Battleship TEXAS.

A special thanks to George Zatopek, James 
Lightbody, and Homer Thomas for manning 
the display.

We are always looking for new tour guides 
for our program. If you are interested or want 
more information please contact Kandace 
Trujillo at:

overnight@battleshiptexas.org  
or (281) 542-0684 (office)

mailto:overnight%40battleshiptexas.org%20?subject=
mailto:overnight%40battleshiptexas.org?subject=
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Managing the Museum’s 
Collections

TEXAS’s curatorial staff works tirelessly to 
get the massive backlog of artifacts waiting 
to be properly processed, cataloged, and 
photographed under control. To this end, the 
Battleship TEXAS Foundation has generously 
agreed to fund this mission by sponsoring 
an internship in summer 2017 for an 
undergraduate or graduate student to perform 
a partial inventory of the ship’s collection and 
to assist with digitization efforts. The Lloyd J.  
Gregory Collections Management Internship 
is named in honor 
of the former 
Chairman of the  
Battleship Texas 
Commission. The 
ideal candidate  
for the internship 
will have a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
interest in history  
and museums and 
will also have 
prior experience 
working with artifacts. The intern will receive a 
stipend to work on-site on a specific collections 
inventory project for up to 400 hours. This 
inventory will include creating digital images 
of artifacts and updating descriptions, 
locations, and condition reports in the 
collections database.  Throughout the course 
of the internship, the intern will gain hands-
on experience working with the collection 
and will also enjoy professional development 
opportunities to build valuable relationships 
with other museum professionals. At the 

By Stephanie Croatt, Curator
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Whew! Things have certainly calmed down 
around here after the rush of special events 
and holidays last quarter. Now that we are fi-
nally able to catch our breath, we are taking a 
look at the year to come, and it looks great! 
Here are a few exciting things on the horizon:  
 

Structural Repairs 
The paperwork has begun for the next round 
of structural repairs, and we hope to have a 
contractor begin work around the boiler 
rooms within the year. But first, we will need 
to survey the areas identified for work to 
evaluate the scope and details of the work to 
be done. Then, we will go out to bid for a con-
tractor who can make those areas sounder.  
 

Audio Tours 
Speaking of paperwork, we are currently wait-
ing for our State Historic Preservation Office 
(Texas Historical Commission) and the Na-
tional Parks Service to give us the green light 
to begin producing audio tours for the ship. 
We received word last summer that the Na-
tional Parks Service awarded the ship a Mari-
time Heritage Grant for a little less than 
$50,000 for producing audio tours for adults 
and children, in English and Spanish. Even 
though we’ve had to cool our heels the past 
few months, we are still excited about being 
able to bring this new interpretive offering to 
the public. We are hoping these tours will help 
the ship come alive for the ship’s prospective 
stewards and supporters. 
 

Bringing Our Collections to the People,   
Digitization 
Sarah Conlon, the ship’s collections manager, 
will continue working behind the scenes to 
ensure the safety and accessibility of objects 
in the ship’s collections. One of the major pro-
jects Sarah will be tackling this year is collec-
tions digitization. Digital copies of all the pho-
tos, postcards, and documents in our collec-
tion will make it easier for staff, volunteers, 
and researchers to get the information they 
need from the collection. The University of 
North Texas has granted the ship digitization 

services to create high-quality scans of the 
ship’s historic photograph collection. These 
scans are also uploaded to the Portal to Texas 
History (http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/BTXPC/), where anyone who is in-
terested can browse through the images. A 
new batch of photos will be added to The Por-
tal this summer. Sarah and ship’s staff are 
also working on establishing a partnership 
with the Texas Archive of the Moving Image to 
professionally digitize the ship’s 1931 Lanni 
film, which is the only remaining film that 
portrays life aboard the ship during her active 
service. Once digitized, this film can be place 
online for easy viewing for anyone who is in-
terested. 
 

Interpretive Training and Projects 
The ship’s interpreter, Sarah Faulkner, has 
been selected to undergo Master Interpreter 
Training through TPWD’s Interpretive Services 
Program this year. She will continue to share 
some of her interpretive wisdom with the 
ship’s docents by presenting interpretive 
trainings on Second Saturdays out at the ship. 
Sarah will also hone her interpretive skills 
during her Master Interpreter Training by 
completing three projects that will benefit the 
ship.  These projects will include creating the-
matic travelling trunks that teachers can 
check out and use in their classrooms, and an 
activity booklet for children to use when they 
visit. This activity booklet will engage kids in 
the ship’s story, and possibly dovetail with 
the audio tour for kids.  
 

2016 is looking like an exciting year, and we 
certainly have our work cut out for us! We are 
all looking forward to this labor of love, and 
welcome anyone who is interested in helping 
out.  

By  Stephanie Croatt,  Curator 

conclusion of the internship, the intern will 
present his or her work to BTF in the form 
of a capstone presentation. We are grateful 
to BTF for their generosity in funding this 
internship, and look forward to making 
great strides in managing our artifacts in the 
coming year!  

Speaking of digitization, the ship’s curatorial 
staff recently made arrangements to profes-
sionally digitize a 1931 motion picture film 
shot aboard TEXAS. This is the only known 
film of life aboard the ship while she was in 
active service. The film survived in fairly good 
condition over the years, and was donated to 
the ship in 2000 by a crewmember. In an effort 
to be able to share this film with researchers, 
staff, and volunteers, we approached the 
Texas Archive of 
the Moving Image 
(TAMI) to get the 
film professionally 
digitized in Sep-
tember. TAMI digit-
ized the film for free 
in a stable format 
that will allow us to 
keep this video in 
our digital archives 
and share it with 
researchers and 
educators without 
ever having to touch 
the original film. We 
are excited to be able 
to make the digital 
version of this film 
available to more 
people than ever. 

Lloyd Gregory (Right) served as 
the first Chairman of the Battle-
ship TEXAS Commission, and was 
instrumental in bringing the ship 
to Texas in 1948. Now, Gregory’s 
namesake internship will help fur-
ther preserve TEXAS’s artifacts.

French consulate general, 
Sujiro Seam, presents the 
Legion of Honor medal to a 
veteran. Photo credit: Ray Hall.
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One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056

Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


