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     That’s right !  When the Texas was launched in 1912 
she was equipped with torpedoes. The tubes are clearly visible 
just above the ramp.   
     This was a controversial and hotly debated weapon for bat-
tleships, when she was designed and built. Unconfirmed re-
ports that foreign battleships were equipped with torpedoes 
with ranges up to 3,000 yards. Admiral Dewey warned the sec-
retary of the Navy, “ Since gun-fire, in order to result in a deci-
sive action must be delivered at a range not greatly exceeding 
3,000 yards, it follows that the tactics will hereafter be influ-
enced by the presence or absence of torpedoes. Tactical war 
games played at the Naval War College between fleets with and 
fleets without torpedoes have been won by the former when-
ever the result of the game has been decisive; in all cases, the 
fleet armed with torpedoes holds the command of the situation 
in tactical maneuvers,”  Dewey’s forceful words convinced the 
Board of Construction to reverse course.  The first five Con-
necticut-battleships were retrofitted with torpedo tubes.  After 
the Cruise of the “Great White Fleet” in 1907-08. 

 
 

Ref: Technological Change and the United States Navy, 1865—1945 
By William M. Mcbride  
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  In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 
1914 Battleship Texas Commissioning, The Battleship 
Texas Foundation has partnered with Browning Arms 
Company and Baron Engraving to produce a Browning 
Citori 12 & 20 Gauge Over & Under.  
 

  The commemorative shotgun was designed 
by the Browning Arms and Baron Engraving in partner-
ship with The Battleship Texas Foundation. You may se-
lect which gauge you prefer. 

  

  The gun will be crafted with the finest wood 
and feature silver and gold engraved etchings of the 
1914 USS Texas, the upgraded 1927 USS Texas, the Star 
of Texas and the Mighty T ship logo in its design. In ad-
dition all five of the major battles of WWII that The 
Texas participated in will be etched in gold & silver on 
the belly. Serial numbers will be released in tandem with 
order placement, no exceptions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This partnership enables ship supporters to own a piece 
of history and help fund The Battleship Texas Battleship 

Foundation’s efforts.  
For more information please contact The Battleship 

Texas Foundation at info@battleshiptexas.org, visit our 
website at www.battleshiptexas.org,  

or contact us by phone at 713-827-9620.  
Cost is $3,299.00. The price includes a $1,100 tax de-

ductible charitable credit. 
 

 
              
                                                                                                      

Battleship Texas Browning Citori 
Lightning Commemorative 

12 or 20 Gauge Over & Under 

mailto:info@battleshiptexas.org
http://www.battleshiptexas.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNKpyOeP28YCFQHSgAodHwAEyQ&url=http://www.browning.com/&ei=vkOlVdLSIIGkgwSfgJDIDA&bvm=bv.97653015,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEv-TWSwSgbi4CeEX0QVoi9i5tAKA&ust=14369804978943
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.usashooting.org/library/images/Sponsor_Logos/baron.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.usashooting.org/news/2014/2/24/482-usa-shooting-team-raises-100000-with-help-of-henry-repeating-arms-baron-engraving-and-conservation-pa
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         Just East of Houston Texas sits a National Historic icon. Its history is quite remarkable. Those of 
you that are familiar with its history would most likely agree with me. The places that it has been, the 
things that it has done, and those who served on her add up to form an incredible story. Have you 
ever heard the expression, you can’t change history? You can’t. A lot of people put a lot of time and 
energy into trying. They would love nothing better than the ability to revise history to make it fit a 
personal agenda or desire. Alas, the truth has a way of refusing to go quietly into the night. Maybe 
John Adams said it best, “Facts are stubborn things” 
 
        The history of The Battleship Texas is truly amazing. You know it. Two World Wars. Every major 
battle in WWII. She was there during North Africa, Cherbourg, Southern France, Okinawa, Iwo Jima and 
D-Day. What a history, what a ship. Sometimes I wish that her history could be different. Who among 
us would not change the events of the past if it were within our power? How many lives would have 
been spared if history told a different story? How many would have avoided being injured and 
maimed? If only powerful and misguided people would have chosen a different path. But, they didn’t. 
At the same time, given history, how many more lives would have been lost and how many more inju-
ries would there have been, without the great icons of our past and those who served so gallantly? Our 
history and the history of The Texas are forever set in time. What a history it is. It calls to the best of 
who we were and who we are as a nation and as a people. I believe we should do our best not to allow 
their history and her history to slip away from us. Not ever. It is to that mission that The Battleship 
Texas Foundation puts our efforts. 
  
         In my previous writing I have shared with you what an amazing year we had in 2014. Not to be 
redundant but here are a few of the highlights; Last year were able to complete $20 million in struc-
tural repairs. We hosted 32 formal crew members and over 200 of their family members to celebrate 
the 100th Anniversary of The Commissioning of The Texas. We hosted a public celebration to com-
memorate the same Anniversary. On June 6th we hosted a D-Day ceremony that was attended by the 
second largest gathering of WWII Veterans anywhere in the world; only Normandy had more that day. I 
could go on and on but I am betting you get the idea. What can we possibly do in 2015 to rival the suc-
cess of last year?  Well, I am delighted to tell you that we will continue the fight. On May 29th it was my 
honor to sit in the Chamber of The Texas Senate and then The Texas House as they approved $25 mil-
lion dollars for work to continue on The Texas. It was truly special to be present for one more mile-
stone in the history of The Texas. I believe that we are closer than we have ever been to a successful 
conclusion in our efforts to save The Texas. 
 
         I would be remiss if I did not say thank you to so many people and their support. To our part-
ners at TPWD, you guys are great. To the members of the House and Senate, thank you. To the mem-
bers of the joint House and Senate Finance Committees, your tireless efforts and support are truly ap-
preciated. To Speaker of The House, Joe Straus, Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick, our state is in good 
hands with you. To the Battleship Texas Foundation Board of Directors, you never give up. To Chair-
man Tony Gregory, we are blessed because of you love and devotion to the cause. To all of you that 
have supported us through your donations, by volunteering, and for all the phone calls you made and 
emails you sent to our representatives, thank you. 

 
Come on Texas !  Let’s save The Battleship Texas. !  Why the heck not.  Let’s go for it. ! 

From The Director’s Chair 



First Texas Volunteers 
 

By Don Fischer 
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General. 
 

       The First Texas Volunteers 
has had some measurable 
and welcome growth the past 
six months, bringing aboard 
some eight new mem-
bers.  This news is balanced, 
however, with the loss of our 
friend and strong VP of Res-
toration, Tony Adams.  Our 
loss, though, is Tony's gain, 
as he relocates with his new 
bride to Spokane, Washing-
ton.  Promoted to fill his 
shoes is Ed Curry, a strong 
match, who seems to be eve-
rywhere at once. 
 
Restoration. 
 

     The First Texas Volun-
teers are currently putting 
the finishing touches on re-
pairs and repainting of the 
Brig.  In addition, a clean-up 
and paint touch-up is under-
way in the nearby Damage 

Control Locker.  Some follow-
up steel work is necessary 
and will be included once the 
steel is acquired. 
 

      The team working in the 
Combat Information Center 
(CIC) has had to pull off 
while the staff and volun-
teers learn new requirements 
from the State on the han-
dling and removal of lead 
based paint.  This has not 
been a difficult issue in the 
past as it can be removed 
safely with proper training 
and equipment, but new re-
quirements will, for the most 
part, require all future abate-
ment be performed by a        
licensed contractor.  While 
this surely enhances the 
safety of our volunteers, and 
is welcomed as such, it also 
increases the cost of restora-
tion several fold, which is a 
burden. 
 

      In the coming months, the 
Foundation will fund the 
abatement of several com-

partments necessary for the 
expansion of the Overnight 
Program.  It is currently ques-
tionable whether FTV will be 
allowed to perform the resto-
ration of those spaces follow-
ing such abatement.  It may be 
that the staff may want FTV to 
fund the abatement of CIC or 
other spaces and restore them 
in order to expand the the 
number of compartments re-
stored for use or exhibition. 
 
Website. 
 

      The new FTV website is al-
most ready to be un-
veiled.  The organization's 
project manager, Jacob Betz, 
hopes to unfold the site this 
coming quarter.  This site will 
more properly meet the expec-
tations of a newer, younger 
audience. 
 
Hard Hat Tours. 
 

Our Hard Hat Tours continue 
to be a popular prgram.  This 
past May found 61 visitors 
taking our final Hard Hat Tour 
of the season.  The FTV made 
$3,411.00 in donations from 
this tour.  Due to some new 
restrictions  on the 3:00 
pm tours, attendance on those 
have been rduced.  Some dis-
cussion is underway with the 
staff to work around these 
limitations, which we hope 
will again maximized that 
time slot. 
 

      The next Hard Hat Tour will 
be in October, the date still to 
be determined."  
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overnight@battleshiptexas.org 
 

or (281) 542-0684 the office. 

           We have been busy at the overnight 
education program. We hosted 500 campers 
throughout the months of May through 
June. We have scheduled over 250 partici-
pants for the months of July and August.  
  

           We are starting to book reservations 
well into the New Year. Spots during the 
months of October 2015 and January 2016 
are filling up quickly so if you would like to 
book an overnight during those months, 
please do so soon. 
    

  In addition to hosting overnights, the 
overnight program has been busy. We have 
participated in outreach events in the city of 
Baytown. At these events, we were able to 
bring the 20mm gun trailer.  On June 20, 
2015, the Battleship TEXAS Overnight Pro-
gram participated in Baytown Area Veterans 
Appreciation Day. We had an informational 
display booth. Visitors to the booth enjoyed 
learning about the ship as well as learning 
about the 20mm gun.  
 

  The Overnight program also had a 
booth at the July 4th celebration in Baytown. 
The event had live music, food, and many 
vendor booths. Over 200 people took a turn 
at the 20mm.  
 

  I would like to give a special thanks 
to James Lightbody and George Zatopek for 
helping me man the booths. Also, thank you 
to Travis Davis for driving the gun trailer to 

Battleship Texas Overnight  
Education Program 
 

By Kandace  Trujillo 
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Battleship Texas Foundation Presents Check 

  

         Tony Gregory, Chairman of the Board of Trusties and Bruce Bramlett, Executive Director, 
Battleship Texas Foundation Present a $69,000 check to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Officals at the May TPWD commissioners meeting in Austin, Texas.  The check was a donation 
from BTF to TPWD to cover the last of the most recent round of repairs to The Battleship 
Texas.     Left to right in the picture.  TPWD Commission Chairman Dan Allen Hughes,   
Battleship Texas Foundation Board Chairman Tony Gregory,  Battleship Texas Foundation  
Executive Director Bruce Bramlett, TPWD Director of Infrastructure Jessica Davidson,  
TPWD Executive Director Carter Smith 
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Trick or Treat!:  
“Dark Side of TEXAS” Tours 
 

While kids get to go out and trick-or-treat on Halloween night, 
adults can get their treats on board TEXAS on Saturday, Octo-
ber 31st. For one night only, guests can board TEXAS after hours 
to take the “Dark Side of TEXAS Tour.” This tour for guests 21 
and up features chilling tales and humorous stories about life 
aboard TEXAS during her active service. All of the anecdotes in-
cluded in the tour are mined from crewmember oral histories 
and written accounts of their experiences on the ship. In addi-
tion to the special tour, guests are welcome to partake in a BBQ 
buffet with drinks. The Dark Side event will run from 5:00pm 
to 11:00pm, and tickets cost $50. Tours will be approximately 
2 hours long and will begin at 5:00pm. The last tour will depart 
at 9:00pm. 
 

Limited space is available! To reserve a spot,  
visit http://www.firsttexasvolunteers.org .  

 

Please email BB35Curatorial@tpwd.texas.gov with questions.  

Hi Bruce, 
 

Here is my copy for the   
Summer Dreadnought. 
 

This is a new event for the   
ship.  We are expecting to  
have a large crowd and are 
planning a big party. 
 

Stephanie 
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Paul S. Ache    Jerry and Judy Berard     Irvin Berry      
     

N. Bruce Creswell     Rush F. Evans     John Kirby Ewing  

     
William G. Fisher   Marilyn Goodwin     Brent D. Johnson 

 
George F. Fuderer     Darel Gallucci     Edward J. Glenney      

 
Lee and Joan Hendrickson     Joe Holcomb    William Huf      

 
M. Wayne Jones    Dwight B. Kauffman     Michael Kelly 

      
Clarence L. Landon     Darrell Brewer    Wolf H. Bock  

 
Gregory K. Lusby    Paul J. Martinello    John H. McCormick      

 
Daniel L. Milsop     Douglas Ress     Richard L. Ring 

 
Bernard A. Rosenberg     Jim Russell     Sam Salvato  

     
Robert S. Schlemmer    Corky McLelland    Troy Smith 

 

Battleship Supporters 
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Edwin G. Theiss    Donald R. Wagoner    William Wolfe 
 

William R. Seidenstein     W. H. Sentesi     Don E. Zatopek 
      

Maureen S. Lofberg   
  

HB Box    William G. Fisher    Captain Charles A. Alcorn 
 

JD Bryant, Jr.    Seaman Harold H. Kieselhorst    Thomas Gould 
 

Robert R. Meadows    Ken Hegler    Admiral Earl Trosino  
    

Don Wiggins    Deceased World War II Veterans    Donald G. Oakes 
 

PM4 Robert S. O'Brien    Class  of 1945, USNA    William F. Leaky 
 

CDR George A. Fuderer    Wallace L. Schlemmer    Michael C. Agresti, Sr 
 

Walter R. Clough    SGT. Geo R. Milsop    Charles D. Hollan 
 

Walter Ress    Charles V. Harrell    Lynn Evans 
 

Joe Bertrand    Surviving Battleship TEXAS Veterans 
 

Robert Conrad Brewer    Captain James Eaves 
     

Victor Jares    Joseph J. Martinello, Jr.    Lt. Wesley P. Winkler 
 

Captain Charles Alcorn    Joe W. Holcomb    Vincent Gordon 
  

Kathryn Rudy    Kenneth and Kathy Lusby    Clyde Berry 
 

Everett G. Curtis III    Alex Sentesi    Vernon J. Adams 
 

James L. Lamb    Lt. D.G Chamberlain    Sam J. Salvato, Sr 
 

Benton E. Buell    Capt. John F. Crowe    Roy Lee Hammonds 
 

Poston Tapp    A.J. Farfalla    Minor Newton Hardin 

 
In Honor Of 



Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


