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Battleship TEXAS Foundation

From The Director’s Chair

Happy New Year to all of you. I need to take this opportunity 
to pay tribute to a very special person. When you get as old as 
I am, you realize that far too often you have to say goodbye 
to someone that you just don’t want to say goodbye to. It is 
difficult, to say the least, but I have come to realize, when I 
am really honest with myself, that my reason is usually pretty 
selfish. I want that person here. They do such a great job. They 
are always cheerful and professional. They don’t complain 
when things get difficult. They just put their head down and 
fight on. These folks make us all better and inspire us to be 
our best. There is a line in Lonesome Dove that you hear when 
Dietz passed away. Dietz was described as cheerful in all 
weathers and never shirked a task.

That my friends is Travis 
Davis. In December, 
Travis made the difficult 
decision to leave The 
Battleship Texas. Travis 
will be taking over at 
The Olympia. I hope 
the good folks at The 
Olympia realize how 
lucky they are to get 
him. I have worked with 
Travis for the last five 
years and his undying, 
unyielding commitment 
to The Texas has been 
an inspiration to us all. I 
have been blessed to see 

continued on next page



Page 2

Advisory Directors

Hon. James A. Baker, III 
61st Secretary of State

ADM. James L. Holloway, III 
USN (Ret.), Former CNO

Ned S. Holmes 
Commissioner, Texas 

Transportation Commission

Board of Trustees

Anthony K. Gregory, 
Chairman

Thomas J. Perich, 
Vice Chairman

Donald H. Fischer, Treasurer

Rey Gonzales, Jr., Secretary

Brad Bouillion

Jimmy Burke

Penny H. Butler

David Dewhurst

Theordore S. Hirtz

RADM. J. Weldon Koenig,

USN (Ret.)

John O’Neil

Michael N. Pearson

CAPT. Clifford H. Royal,

USN (Ret.)

Thomas C. Wright

Bruce D. Bramlett 
Executive Director; 

bruce@battleshiptexas.org

TPWD Ship Staff

Andy Smith, 
Ship Manager

Travis Davis, 
Maintenance / Restoration

Stephanie Croatt, 
Curator

From The Director’s Chair continued

firsthand Travis’s can do, get it done spirit. During some of 
our more challenging days, I have seen him go two or three 
days without a break, no sleep, and hardly stopping to eat. 
There were times Travis had to be told to go home and rest. 
Such is the character of the man we call TD.

Travis, we all wish you well as you turn a page in your life and 
move on to the challenges that await you in your new position. 
We all salute you for the job you did while you were with us. 
May God grant you calm seas and fare winds. God speed TD.



The FTV has tentatively agreed to pay for a 
finite amount of lead abatement in the forward 
3” magazines in order to store the large amount 
of 3” ammunition cans purchased this past 
year. Various plans are being considered as to 
how these may be displayed as a potential Hard 
Hat Tour option.

The wooden Main Deck continues to deteriorate 
faster than the piecemeal repairs can affect. This 
is probably time to re-think the efforts being 
made and look at a permanent replacement.

Hard Hat Tours
The January 21st Hard Hat Tour was a real 
success. Over $3,600 was raised from 71 
guests participating in both our “standard” and 
“Normandy” tours. It was a pleasant day and 
everyone seemed to have enjoyed the experience.

The next Hard Hat Tour is scheduled for 
March - the exact date TBD. Please visit  
www.firsttexasvolunteers.org for details and to 
reserve a spot on the tour.  
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By Don Fischer

Restoration
The recent holiday season provided a welcome 
respite to the hard work of the various restoration 
teams. As the new calendar year unfolds, further 
work on designated projects continue. 

To begin, the Movie Locker restoration is moving 
ever closer to completion. This compartment, 
which was damaged over an extended period by 
water intrusion, will again become an eye catching 
exhibit, particularly for the younger crowd.

The Combat Information Center (CIC) with 
limited effort during the past two months 
still shows progress in the preparation of the 
overhead and bulkhead surfaces to receive new 
insulation. It should be noted that the space is 
now on the Hard Hat Tour pathway, offering not 
only the narrative of the function and operations 
of the space during World War II, but also FTV’s 
restoration efforts on behalf of the Texas.

The team working on the aft 40mm Gun Mounts 
have identified a stopping point in their efforts 
to restore train and elevation functions to the 
mounts. For the most part, this effort has been 
accomplished, albeit roughly; however, now that 
the marine contractor is ready to secure the aft 
portion of the ship and stage equipment, etc. 
for the continuation of structural work in the 
ship’s double bottom, further work will have to 
wait until that work is completed later this year.
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight 
Youth Education Program
By Kandace Trujillo

We are having a busy Winter at the youth 
overnight education program. We thank the 
29 groups and 848 campers that participated 
through the months of November through 
January. We hosted scout groups, birthday 
parties, and even a small adult group. We are 
filling up for dates in the Spring and Fall. If 
you would like to book an overnight, please 
email overnight@battleshiptexas.org or call 
281-542-0684.

The crew of the Overnight Program 
participated in the Christmas on Main Street 
Event in La Porte on December 2nd. The event 
included a lighted parade, a lighted 5K run, 
Frozen character appearances, and a Frozen 
movie screening.  The event was a success 
despite the cold and rainy weather.

Members of the overnight program and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife participated in the lighted 
parade part of the event with the 20mm gun 
trailer. The gun trailer was decorated with 
lights, ribbons, and garland. A special thank 
you to Melanie Gaden, Sarah Faulkner, Steban 
Ramos, Tyler Deardorff, and Boyd Harris for 
helping with the decorating the trailer. 

Our decorated trailer did not win the float  
contest, but we did have a great time participating 
in the parade. Thank you to Melanie Gaden, Sarah 
Faulkner, and Steban Ramos for participating 
in the parade. Also, a special thanks to Olaf 
from the movie Frozen who made a special 
appearance on our gun trailer.

We are always looking for new tour guides 
for our program. If you are interested or want 
more information please contact Kandace 
Trujillo at:

overnight@battleshiptexas.org  
or (281) 542-0684 (office)
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Who Visits the Ship?

Who visits the ship? What are our visitors’ 
motivations for visiting? If asked these 
questions, many of our staff and volunteers 
could probably hazard a guess from anecdotal 
experience interacting with visitors to the 
ship. Not one of us, however, could speak 
with confidence to specific visitor profiles 
that we see on the ship. For this reason, the 
ship staff is taking steps to commission a 
formal visitor survey this year. We would like 
to know who visits the ship, why they choose 
to spend discretionary time and money here, 
what things most interest them, and whether 
the visit lived up to their expectations. From 
these questions, we can also determine who 
isn’t taking the time or spending the money 
to visit the ship. As competition for audience 
time, attention, and money continues to 
grow in the Houston metropolitan area, and 
overall trends in museum visitation continue 
to decline, it is more important than ever 
for ship staff and volunteers to be aware of 

By Stephanie Croatt, Curator
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Whew! Things have certainly calmed down 
around here after the rush of special events 
and holidays last quarter. Now that we are fi-
nally able to catch our breath, we are taking a 
look at the year to come, and it looks great! 
Here are a few exciting things on the horizon:  
 

Structural Repairs 
The paperwork has begun for the next round 
of structural repairs, and we hope to have a 
contractor begin work around the boiler 
rooms within the year. But first, we will need 
to survey the areas identified for work to 
evaluate the scope and details of the work to 
be done. Then, we will go out to bid for a con-
tractor who can make those areas sounder.  
 

Audio Tours 
Speaking of paperwork, we are currently wait-
ing for our State Historic Preservation Office 
(Texas Historical Commission) and the Na-
tional Parks Service to give us the green light 
to begin producing audio tours for the ship. 
We received word last summer that the Na-
tional Parks Service awarded the ship a Mari-
time Heritage Grant for a little less than 
$50,000 for producing audio tours for adults 
and children, in English and Spanish. Even 
though we’ve had to cool our heels the past 
few months, we are still excited about being 
able to bring this new interpretive offering to 
the public. We are hoping these tours will help 
the ship come alive for the ship’s prospective 
stewards and supporters. 
 

Bringing Our Collections to the People,   
Digitization 
Sarah Conlon, the ship’s collections manager, 
will continue working behind the scenes to 
ensure the safety and accessibility of objects 
in the ship’s collections. One of the major pro-
jects Sarah will be tackling this year is collec-
tions digitization. Digital copies of all the pho-
tos, postcards, and documents in our collec-
tion will make it easier for staff, volunteers, 
and researchers to get the information they 
need from the collection. The University of 
North Texas has granted the ship digitization 

services to create high-quality scans of the 
ship’s historic photograph collection. These 
scans are also uploaded to the Portal to Texas 
History (http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/BTXPC/), where anyone who is in-
terested can browse through the images. A 
new batch of photos will be added to The Por-
tal this summer. Sarah and ship’s staff are 
also working on establishing a partnership 
with the Texas Archive of the Moving Image to 
professionally digitize the ship’s 1931 Lanni 
film, which is the only remaining film that 
portrays life aboard the ship during her active 
service. Once digitized, this film can be place 
online for easy viewing for anyone who is in-
terested. 
 

Interpretive Training and Projects 
The ship’s interpreter, Sarah Faulkner, has 
been selected to undergo Master Interpreter 
Training through TPWD’s Interpretive Services 
Program this year. She will continue to share 
some of her interpretive wisdom with the 
ship’s docents by presenting interpretive 
trainings on Second Saturdays out at the ship. 
Sarah will also hone her interpretive skills 
during her Master Interpreter Training by 
completing three projects that will benefit the 
ship.  These projects will include creating the-
matic travelling trunks that teachers can 
check out and use in their classrooms, and an 
activity booklet for children to use when they 
visit. This activity booklet will engage kids in 
the ship’s story, and possibly dovetail with 
the audio tour for kids.  
 

2016 is looking like an exciting year, and we 
certainly have our work cut out for us! We are 
all looking forward to this labor of love, and 
welcome anyone who is interested in helping 
out.  

By  Stephanie Croatt,  Curator 

who is visiting and what their motivations 
are. If we know why our visitors come to the 
ship, we can take steps to capitalize on the 
things that visitors like in order to provide 
a more value-added experience. If we know 
what component of our audience we are 
underserving, we can take steps to figure out 
what things may attract a more diverse visitor 
base to spend time at the ship. It is imperative 
that we invest in understanding and catering 
to the variety of audiences out there because 
once we are able to finally capture the 
attention of a wide audience, we are able to 
inspire more people than ever to support 
TEXAS. Whether the support is in the form 
of multiple visits, advocacy, volunteering, 
donating money or services, or applying to 
work for Battleship TEXAS Foundation or 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, it all makes our 
stewardship goals attainable. Ultimately, it is 
in TEXAS’s best interest to attract and retain 
tomorrow’s stewards today.

Photo by Cody Duty, Houston Chronicle
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One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056

Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


