
Newsletter of the Battleship Texas Foundation Summer 2016

In this issue .  .  .

The Directors Chair Pg1

French Legion of Honor Pg2

FTV Report Pg3

OEP Report Pg4

Curators Corner Pg5

Supporters Pg6

In Memory Of Pg7

Membership Forms Pg8

Navy Poster . . .

Battleship TEXAS Foundation

From The Director’s Chair

In the last issue I shared with you one of my memories about 
some time I spent with former crew member Howard Mills.

I would like to share another story about another crew member 
that I have come to know.

A few years back my phone rang one afternoon and as soon as 
I answered it, the voice on the other end quickly announced, 
my name is Orlan Scott and I served on The Battleship Texas 
and I want to come and visit tomorrow. I quickly responded 
that I would be more than happy to meet Mr. Scott and spend 
some time together. The next day I met Orlan at the ship with 
very little knowledge of what I was in store for.

Let me start by saying Orlan struck me as a man’s man. 
Orlan explained that he boarded The Texas as The Texas was 
preparing to head for Okinawa. I ask Orlan how old he was 
when he boarded and he replied that he was 18. I then ask 
the question I really wanted to know. Orlan, how old were 
you when you boarded The Texas? 18, he said. I ask, Orlan, 
were you afraid? Hell yes he said. I said, Orlan, I can’t imagine 
what was going through your mind as you guys got under way. 
Heck, at 18 I was trying to get up the courage to kiss a girl. He 
laughed out loud. 

We had a great time on The Texas that day. Orlan kept sharing 
tales of his day’s on The Texas and I keep right on asking 
questions. During our time together I was reminded why we all 
refer to Orlan’s generation as “The greatest generation”.

One of the stories he told me has stayed with me till this day. 
I thought I would share it with you. Orlan told me that several 
days after D-Day that a brewing company in France wanted to 
donate some beer for the soldiers at Normandy. So the troops 

continued on next page
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From The Director’s Chair continued

WWII Veterans Honored With French Medal

at Normandy stripped down a plane and sent it to get the beer. 
I said, Orlan, let me get this straight, those guys used a U.S. 
plane to make a beer run? Yep he said.

The funny thing is he said, was that when the pilot got there, 
they figured out that the kegs of beer would lock into the 
same clamps that held the bombs the plane would normally be 
carrying. The best part is, that as the pilot was heading back 
with the beer, he started thinking, I sure wish we had some ice 
so this beer would be cold. The pilot then thought, heck, I’m in 
a plane. So he just flew high enough to knock a good chill on 
the beer before he landed. I wasn’t sure if Orlan was pulling 
my leg or not. The next week I received a photograph from a 
totally different person. You guessed it, the photograph was 
a plan carrying kegs of beer under its wings. My very first 
thought was, oh my gosh old Orlan was telling me the truth.

Orlan told me these kinds of things happened all of the time. 
Orlan said that things like this provided a since of normalcy 
and sense of home. 18 and so far from home and in the middle 
of war. I’m sure that anything that took their minds off of the 
war and reminded them of home was a welcome relief. 

I’m glad I had the opportunity to spend some time with Orlan. 
Much more than that, I am happy that our country was full 
or Orlan’s and that they came to protect us and fight for our 
freedom. Thank you Orlan and to all that have served our 
country in our time of need.

The Battleship TEXAS was 
proud to host the French 
Legion of Honor Ceremony 
on Monday, July 4.

Read more on Curator’s Corner, Page 5

Photos by Kim Ashury & Jaree Hefner



The restoration of the Movie Locker is moving 
forward slowly, but steadily. The work on the aft 
40mm Anti-aircraft Gun Mount is progressing 
somewhat slower due to the heat.

One team has been scrubbing the Galley on 
the Main Deck, removing long built-up dirt and 
grime from the space and equipment.  Plexi-
glass has been installed on the windows, hoping 
to control and arrest much of the deterioration 
of the compartment.

Finally, LED lighting was installed in the 
Wardroom display cabinets, while the regular 
staff sealed the Wardroom’s old air conditioner 
openings in the hull on either side of the ship 
and installed port holes as existed in World War 
II. New, in-obtrusive air conditioning, funded 
by the Foundation, has been installed instead 
making for a much more attractive space, better 
suited for display and interpretation.

Hard Hat Tours
In anticipation of the initiation of the second 
phase of major structural work next year, the 
FTV is reviewing its Hard Hat Tour routes 
with a view that certain compartments and 
pathways will be closed to visitors and staff 
alike. Concurrently, shorter, specialized tours, 
such as the existing Normandy tour, are also 
being developed for the 3:00 time slot.

The schedule for the upcoming season has not 
been set, but will be published shortly upon 
completion of the above. For more information 
or reservations, please visit the website at  
www.firsttexasvolunteers.org.   
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By Don Fischer

Restoration
The “dog days” of Summer are upon us and this 
Summer is directing its blazing hot fingers at 
the ship and all who work within. Nevertheless, 
a great deal of work, as described in earlier 
editions of the Dreadnought, continues unabated 
– but slowly and carefully.

Work continues on the wood deck by a dedicated 
team whose goal is to remove the most damaged 
and decayed wood and replace it and repair 
what can be repaired to bring the deck back to 
a point in which it is safe, protected from the 
elements, and pleasing to the eye. The ultimate 
answer to the aging wood is total replacement, 
followed by an annual preventive maintenance 
program and scheduled replacement of a 
certain percentage each year after ten (10) years 
or so. The ship’s budget isn’t quite there yet; 
therefore, the great effort on the part of FTV 
and the regular staff.

Priming of the overhead and bulkheads 
continues in the Combat Information Center 
(CIC). Once completed, new insulation will 
be installed. A great amount of detail work 
will then commence cosmetically restoring 
the multitude of equipment, fixtures and 
furnishings within. This space represents a 
magnificent opportunity to interpret a major 
function in sea going combat in World War II.
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight 
Youth Education Program
By Kandace Trujillo

We have had a busy Summer at the youth 
overnight education program. We thank the 
38 groups and 964 campers that braved the 
sweltering heat and participated through the 
months of May through July. We had two 
groups come all the way from Oklahoma. 
Troop 509 from Ponca City, Oklahoma visited 
June 3rd. Pack 449 from Eufaula, Oklahoma 
visited June 24th. We had scouting groups, 
birthday parties, and families who have 
participated. We are now booking into the 
fall. If you would like to book an overnight, 
please email overnight@battleshiptexas.org 
or call 281-542-0684.

Members of the Overnight Program staff 
participate in outreach events to promote the 
overnight program as well raise awareness 
for the Battleship TEXAS. In June and July 
the Overnight Program participated in the 
outreach events in La Porte and Baytown. 

The City of La Porte’s Sunset Sip and Stroll 
event takes place the first and third Saturday. 
The event consists of vendors selling local 
art, food, and wine. The Battleship TEXAS 
Foundation participated June 18th. We had 
an educational display as well as sold some 
items made from ship steel. It was truly a 
successful event. We raised money as well as 
awareness for Battleship TEXAS.

A special thanks to Gabe Shuffield, George Zatopek, 
James Lightbody, Bruce Bramlett, Donna Bramlett  
and Kyle Brillantes for manning the booth!

Overnight Program Manager, Kandace 
Trujillo, and tour guides George Zatopek, 
James Lightbody, and Homer Thomas manned 
the Battleship TEXAS Foundation booth at 
Baytown’s Fourth of July Celebration. The 
event consisted of vendors, a parade, live 
music, and a firework display. The OEP team 
manned the booth as well as the gun trailer. 
The gun trailer was really popular with the 
kids and always had a line.

We are always looking for new tour guides 
for our program. If you are interested or want 
more information please contact Kandace 
Trujillo at:

overnight@battleshiptexas.org  
or (281) 542-0684 (office)
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Leak Patch

The ship sprung a leak in June that necessitated 
an emergency patch. The ship is always leaking, 
and we have pumps that are able to effectively 
remove the water. This 
leak, however, was threat-
ening to outpace the two 
pumps servicing the 
affected area. So, ship 
staff got TnT Marine 
out to take a look 
and apply a fix. The 
contractor located the 
leak on the starboard 
side, just forward of 
the first monopile. It 
turned out that the hole 
in the blister was eleven feet below the water 
line, and measured two inches by six inches. 
TnT Marine applied a metal plate with a rubber 
seal to the hull in order to patch the leak. So 
far, the patch appears to be doing a good job, 
and we’re hoping it can hold out long enough to 
give us time to effect a long-term preservation 
solution that will either repair the ship’s outer 
hull, or remove the ship from the water.

Legion of Honor Presentation

What a wonderful Inde- 
pendence Day we had  
aboard Battleship TEXAS! 
It was a great honor 
to host the French  
Consulate for the pre- 
sentation of the Legion  
of Honor to 17 veterans 
who served on French 
soil during World War  
II. The event could not  

By Stephanie Croatt, Curator
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Whew! Things have certainly calmed down 
around here after the rush of special events 
and holidays last quarter. Now that we are fi-
nally able to catch our breath, we are taking a 
look at the year to come, and it looks great! 
Here are a few exciting things on the horizon:  
 

Structural Repairs 
The paperwork has begun for the next round 
of structural repairs, and we hope to have a 
contractor begin work around the boiler 
rooms within the year. But first, we will need 
to survey the areas identified for work to 
evaluate the scope and details of the work to 
be done. Then, we will go out to bid for a con-
tractor who can make those areas sounder.  
 

Audio Tours 
Speaking of paperwork, we are currently wait-
ing for our State Historic Preservation Office 
(Texas Historical Commission) and the Na-
tional Parks Service to give us the green light 
to begin producing audio tours for the ship. 
We received word last summer that the Na-
tional Parks Service awarded the ship a Mari-
time Heritage Grant for a little less than 
$50,000 for producing audio tours for adults 
and children, in English and Spanish. Even 
though we’ve had to cool our heels the past 
few months, we are still excited about being 
able to bring this new interpretive offering to 
the public. We are hoping these tours will help 
the ship come alive for the ship’s prospective 
stewards and supporters. 
 

Bringing Our Collections to the People,   
Digitization 
Sarah Conlon, the ship’s collections manager, 
will continue working behind the scenes to 
ensure the safety and accessibility of objects 
in the ship’s collections. One of the major pro-
jects Sarah will be tackling this year is collec-
tions digitization. Digital copies of all the pho-
tos, postcards, and documents in our collec-
tion will make it easier for staff, volunteers, 
and researchers to get the information they 
need from the collection. The University of 
North Texas has granted the ship digitization 

services to create high-quality scans of the 
ship’s historic photograph collection. These 
scans are also uploaded to the Portal to Texas 
History (http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/
collections/BTXPC/), where anyone who is in-
terested can browse through the images. A 
new batch of photos will be added to The Por-
tal this summer. Sarah and ship’s staff are 
also working on establishing a partnership 
with the Texas Archive of the Moving Image to 
professionally digitize the ship’s 1931 Lanni 
film, which is the only remaining film that 
portrays life aboard the ship during her active 
service. Once digitized, this film can be place 
online for easy viewing for anyone who is in-
terested. 
 

Interpretive Training and Projects 
The ship’s interpreter, Sarah Faulkner, has 
been selected to undergo Master Interpreter 
Training through TPWD’s Interpretive Services 
Program this year. She will continue to share 
some of her interpretive wisdom with the 
ship’s docents by presenting interpretive 
trainings on Second Saturdays out at the ship. 
Sarah will also hone her interpretive skills 
during her Master Interpreter Training by 
completing three projects that will benefit the 
ship.  These projects will include creating the-
matic travelling trunks that teachers can 
check out and use in their classrooms, and an 
activity booklet for children to use when they 
visit. This activity booklet will engage kids in 
the ship’s story, and possibly dovetail with 
the audio tour for kids.  
 

2016 is looking like an exciting year, and we 
certainly have our work cut out for us! We are 
all looking forward to this labor of love, and 
welcome anyone who is interested in helping 
out.  

By  Stephanie Croatt,  Curator 

have been a success  
without the dedication, 
professionalism, and  
many gallons of sweat  
expended by the ship’s  
team. All the volun-
teers and employees 
on duty exemplified  
Battleship TEXAS’s mis- 
sion to commemorate 
and memorialize those 
brave men who kept 
secure the Freedom and 
Independence declared 
by this great nation 
many years before. The  
ship’s team received 
many, many thanks 
and praise from all in 
attendance.

HNSA Conference

We have a rare opportunity coming in 
September: the annual Historic Naval Ship 
Association (HNSA) conference will be in our 
own backyard!  HNSA will be celebrating its 50th 
year as an organization at this year’s conference 
in Corpus Christi the week of September 20th.  
Battleship TEXAS is a founding member of the 
organization that has grown from the original 
six ships to hundreds of ships in 13 different 
countries. HNSA’s annual conference is the 
only opportunity for all those organizations 
to get together and share knowledge, insight, 
and perhaps a story or two. More information is 
available at: http://www.hnsa.org/events/2016-
hnsa-annual-conference.

TnT Marine hard at work 
patching the hole in the 
ship’s blister. Photo credit: 
Stephanie Croatt

Jake Smith assists with 
presenting the Legion of 
Honor medal to a veteran. 
Photo credit: Ray Hall.

French consulate general, 
Sujiro Seam, presents the 
Legion of Honor medal to 
a veteran. Photo credit: 
Ray Hall.

The Legion of Honor 
Presentation was well 
attended by more than 200 
family and friends of the 
veterans being honored. 
Photo credit: Ray Hall
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One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056

Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


