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From The Director’s Chair

I really hope you like your job. If you are retired, then I hope 
you enjoyed what you used to do. I know everything, in any job, 
has its good parts and its bad. Sadly, too many people get stuck 
doing something they just hate but realize they have to work.

There is never a day that I don’t feel blessed to have the honor 
to do what I do at the Battleship Texas Foundation. I won’t 
deny that like all jobs, mine also has its moments but thank 
goodness very few.

One of the coolest and most humbling things I get to do, is that 
from time to time, I get to visit with those men who served on 
the Texas. I hope you enjoy as I walk you down my memory 
lane and I share some of those encounters.

Howard Mills

Howard was on The Battleship Texas on D-Day. In fact, D-Day is 
also Howard’s Birthday. Howard turned 18 on D-Day. Can you 
remember where you were and what you were doing when you 
turned 18? I can’t. Well Howard found himself right in the middle 
of one of the greatest battles in history on his 18th birthday.

I asked Howard if they lit any candles on his 18th birthday? 
He said yes they did and they were the kind that you couldn’t 
blow out, ouch. Howard reminded me that his candles came 
with a lot of noise.

During the 100th anniversary for The Texas, Howard and I 
were interviewed by Fox News. We were in their Houston 
studio but we would be interviewed by the Fox anchor from 
New York. While we waited in the Houston Studio, just the two 
of us seated in front of the camera, from behind the camera 
Howard’s wife says, well Howard, what are you going to talk 

continued on next page
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From The Director’s Chair continued

about today? Howard replies, well, I think I want to talk about 
that women I met in France. It got stone quite. I turned and 
looked at Howard. I did not say a word but I was already 
playing this scene out in my mind. The anchor from Fox News 
comes on and says, well, Mr. Mills tell us what it was like to 
serve on the Texas on D-Day and I can just hear Howard say, 
it was hell, but, then I went to France and meet this old gal. 
You can imagine the rest. It didn’t happen. Thank goodness it 
didn’t happen. From behind the camera Howard’s wife says, 
Howard, you can’t talk about that on TV. Howard responds, I 
don’t know why not that is what I want to talk about. Again, 
thank goodness, it took a few more minutes before they came 
to us. I’m not sure if Howard thought about his wife’s advice 
or if he just forgot about telling the nation about “that women 
in France” but it never came up.

Someday when it is just the two of us I plan to bring the 
women in France story back up. I kind of think I would like 
to hear it. 18 and in France during WWII. I don’t know about 
you but I hope Howard and that French woman had a good 
time. I can imagine Howard dancing the night away with a 
beautiful woman and for just a little while having his mind on 
something other than war. God bless you Howard. Thank you 
for your service. Thank you for being a friend of mine.

If you would like to see the interview just go to Fox News web 
site and search Battleship Texas. 

Thank you all for what you do to support The Texas. Next time I 
will walk you down another of my meetings with our former crew.
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By Don Fischer

Restoration

Work on on-going projects is showing positive 
progress. The Combat Information Center (CIC) 
restoration project is moving forward steadily. 
Previously, as reported earlier, the First Texas 
Volunteers (FTV) funded the lead paint abate-
ment of the compartment in the amount of about 
$11,500 and the project team subsequently 
chipped and scraped rust and completely 
prepped the space with the application of 
rust inhibitor. The space is now being primed 
prior to the next phase, the installation of 
insulation followed by the restoration of all  
equipment, fixtures and furnishings.

The second project showing real promise is the 
restoration of the two stern 40mm anti-aircraft 
gun mounts.  Both, which had previously been 
frozen in elevation and train and cosmetically 
ignored, can now be moved manually, albeit 
slowly and with difficulty. Nevertheless, this 
represents a major leap forward. Continual 
work on the train and elevation gear boxes 
and associated mechanisms is necessary, but 
the manipulation and enjoyment of these gun 
mounts by visitors are surely in their near future.

While a couple other smaller projects are 
underway, they have through circumstances 
become secondary. The wooden Main Deck, 

however, is absorbing considerable man-
hours of the project team. New planks are 
being installed by the team rather than 
pursuing the previous repair of existing 
planks amidships to provide for a cosmetically 
pleasing, safe walking surface. As alluded to 
in previous updates, this effort is seemingly 
without end. Hopefully, a new installation of 
the entire deck can be funded in the future 
bringing the surface to a solid baseline that 
can be maintained over the long run.

 

 

 

Hard Hat Tours

The March 2016 Hard Hat Tour, the fourth tour 
of the season, was a success and succeeded 
in making over $2,500. Most importantly, all 
participants responded that they thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience.    

The May Hard Hat Tour will be conducted as 
this publication hits the streets. For more 
information or reservations, please visit the 
website at www.firsttexasvolunteers.org.   
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Battleship TEXAS Overnight 
Youth Education Program
By Kandace Trujillo

We have had a busy winter at the youth 
overnight education program. We thank 
the 65 groups and 2,038 campers that 
participated through the months of January 
through April. We had a record number of 
639 campers during the month of January. 
We are now booking into the summer. If you 
would like to book an overnight, please email 
overnight@battleshiptexas.org or call 281-
542-0684.

Members of the Overnight Program staff 
participate in outreach events to promote the 
overnight program as well raise awareness for 
the Battleship TEXAS. In April the Overnight 
Program participated in the Houston Wings of 
the Commemorative Air Force’s Open House and 
the scouting event, Powder Horn Midway 2016.

The Houston Wings is a unit of the 
Commemorative Air Force that has ten 
thousand members. Their open house was 
held April 16th and 17th in Katy. Three 
members of the overnight staff manned the 
20mm anti-aircraft gun trailer. 

The gun trailer was a popular booth with 
lines of kids wanting to take their turn and 
learn a little more about the gun and the 
Battleship TEXAS. A special thanks to Gabe 
Shuffield, George Zatopek, and Kyle Brillantes 
for manning the booth!

Overnight Program Manager, Kandace Trujillo, 
and tour guide Melanie Gaden participated 
in the Powder Horn Midway in Galveston 
on April 21st. This scouting event teaches 
scout leaders and older scouts about safety 
when conducting outdoor or high adventure 
activities. The scouts and their leaders 
learned more about the Battleship TEXAS and 
the overnight program. We thank the Scouts 
for inviting us to their event!

We are always looking for new tour guides 
for our program. If you are interested or want 
more information please contact Kandace 
Trujillo at:

overnight@battleshiptexas.org  
or (281) 542-0684 (office)
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Let’s StEP it up!

As an institution holding historic artifacts 
in the public trust, Battleship TEXAS State 
Historic Site is committed to being a good 
steward of its resources. But in the day-to-
day operation of the ship, it is all too easy to 
get immersed in a single project (or batch of 
projects) and lose sight of the “big picture” 
and how these projects further our mission 
to preserve and present the ship for present 
and future generations. In order to be the 
best stewards possible, the ship staff has 
enrolled in the Standards and Excellence 
Program for History Organizations (StEPs) 
provided by the American Association for 
State and Local History. This program is 
a self-paced, self-evaluation program that 
will allow us to compare what we are doing 
to commonly accepted standards in the 
museum and historic site community. By 
identifying where we are deficient, and where 
we excel, we will be able to make a focused, 
concerted effort to make sure that we are 

By Stephanie Croatt, Curator

in line with industry “best practices.” This 
program will also help identify and prioritize 
the most beneficial improvement projects for 
collections management, building audience, 
interpretation, volunteer administration, 
stewardship of historic fabric, and vision/
mission. Ship staff is excited to embark upon 
this journey, and we look forward to sharing 
our progress as we move forward!
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One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056

Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  

free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 

Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 

activities and special events. 

Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 

Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  

Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


