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Battleship Texas Foundation gets donation 
San Jacinto Historical Advisory Board Chairman Jimmy Burke, 

right, and Texas Repre-

sentative Wayne Smith 

stand with Anheuser-

Busch  Reg ion  Vice 

President of Govern-

ment affairs Mark Bor-

das, left, as Bordas pre-

sents a $20,000 dona-

t i o n  t o  B a t t l e s h i p 

Texas Foundation Ex-

ecutive Director Bruce Bramlett Tuesday, Sept. 2 

 

Anheuser-Busch donation 
Veterans from the Viet Nam War and the war in Afghanistan 

stand with Texas Representative Wayne Smith as Representa-

tive Smith presents a 

plaque fashioned from 

metal taken for the 

deck of the Battleship 

Texas to Anheuser-

Busch Region Vice 

President of Govern-

ment affairs Mark Bor-

das in appreciation for 

20,000 donation to the 

Battleship Texas Foun-

dation Tuesday, Sept. 22. 
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  The Battleship Texas Foundation wishes to an-

nounce some changes to its Board of Trustees.  It is 

with a great deal of sadness that we say goodbye to long 

time Trustees Al Davis and Sylvia Garcia. Mr. Davis and 

Ms. Garcia has been a loyal and devoted members of the 

board and they will be missed. Please join us in saying 

thank you to Ms. Garcia and Mr. Davis for their years of 

service. 
  

 The Board would also like to welcome the follow-

ing new members to the board.   

 

Brad Bouillion. Mr. Bullion is The Vice President of Alle-

giance Bank. He has been a longtime supporter of The 

Texas as has Allegiance Bank.   

 

David Dewhurst. Mr. Dewhurst is the former Lieutenant 

Governor of Texas. Mr. Dewhurst is also The Chairman 

& CEO of Houston based Falcon Seaboard. 

 

John O’Neill. Mr. O’Neill is a Houston Based attorney 

and has also been a longtime supporter of The Battle-

ship Texas. 

  

 We are excited about the progress that has been 

made in the efforts to save and preserve The Battleship 

Texas in recent years and we are equally excited about 

the future with the addition of these new members. Wel-

come aboard gentlemen 
 
 
 

 
The Battleship Texas Foundation  
announces changes to its board.  
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From The Director’s Chair 

This is my favorite time of the year. I really look forward to it and the older I get 

the more excited I get, go figure. The weather has started to cool down, at least a 

little. The holidays line up…Halloween, Thanks giving, Christmas, and boom its 

New Years. Lots of family and friends, plenty of football, and The World Series. I’ll 

get the opportunity to take a few days off and get in a little quail hunting. Yep, it 

is truly my favorite time of the year. 
 

There is another thing that always crosses my mind this time of year as well. This 

season always gives me pause to think about the things we have accomplished and 

what we need to get accomplished next year. To say that we have been on some-

what of a hot streak the past few years would be an understatement with all of the 

great things we have been able to get done. If you follow us in The Dreadnought 

then you are aware of these. Still, we have much work left to do if we are going to 

accomplish our mission of saving The Battleship Texas. To cover the ground we 

have covered this year would not have been possible without the help and support 

of lots of people and organizations. Below is a list of those that I want to thank 

and to wish you all the best this holiday season.  

In our view you really deserve it for all you do. 
  

TPWD & The Battleship Texas Staff 
The First Texas Volunteers 

Kandace Trujillo and the Staff of the Overnight Education Program 
The Battleship Texas Foundation Board 

Shell 
Herzstein Foundation 

Anheuser Bush 
John & Joan McArdle 

Alan Blakemore 
 

Bob Sullivan. Bob puts The Dreadnought together. 
To all of the folks that take their time to submit the articles for The 

Dreadnought. 
All of the wonderful people who have donated their time and/or 

money to support our efforts 
 

To all of you may we wish you the very best  
this holiday season.  
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Restoration 
 

Following the Battleship Texas’ centennial a 
year ago, the First Texas Volunteers (FTV) has 
shifted focus from the short term projects de-
signed to assist in the celebration to long term 
projects to open new exhibits, enhance others, 
or bring back to proper condition those exhib-
its/systems/fixtures that have become weather 
worn or abused. 
 

The ship’s Brig has been undergoing a refur-
bishment the past several months under the 
supervision of project leader, Calvin Bongers, 
with completion set for later this quarter.  Some 
bulkhead cosmetic touchups are being com-
pleted and once the deck has been repainted, 
the Brig will be open once again for the visitors’ 
investigation. 
 

As part of the future restoration of the Combat 
Information Center (CIC), Ray Hall is busy pre-
paring a template so that a new cover panel to 
the SG Radar (surface search radar) control 
panel may be fabricated.  Then, once the entire 
space has had its lead based paint abated, the 
restoration team under Ed Curry will jump in to 
bring this complex and fascinating space to life. 
 
The work order to rehabilitate the Movie Locker 
has also been completed and work is antici-
pated to begin later this quarter.  This space, 
which housed training films, slides, projectors 
and the latest Hollywood releases of the day, 
has been degrading in the humidity and leaks 
over the years.  Completion will allow for new 
interests and opportunities for interpretation. 
 
Following the restoration of the starboard waist 
40mm Gun Mount by the regular staff this past 
year, Travis Davis, the ship’s operation man-
ager, would like to continue the program with 
the balance of gun mounts.  Therefore, a small 
team of FTV members are slowly and carefully 
becoming acquainted with the intricacies of the 
traverse and elevating mechanisms in expecta-
tion of restoring these amazing weapons. 
 

Lastly, work continues non-stop on the wood 
deck.  As long term readers may recall, a great 
deal of effort was applied to the deck so that 
the centennial celebrations could be held to  
Lastly, work continues non-stop on the wood 
deck.  As long term readers may recall, a great 
deal of effort was applied to the deck so that 
the centennial celebrations could be held to  
greatest effect.  However, the materials and 
process was short term at best.  The regular 
staff and FTV members have teamed up replac-
ing old, rotten timbers with new, repairing steel 
below as necessary, which in many places has 
been the source of water intrusion below, and 
re-caulking and painting with new and ex-
tremely functional products.  With the departure 
of Tony Adams, our experienced vice president 
of restoration, Mark Warner has taken up the 
slack and is leading this effort for FTV. 
 
Hard Hat Tours 
 

The First Texas Volunteers is supporting the 
regular staff in hosting an adults only set of 
tours on Halloween evening.  This program, the 
“Dark Side of Texas” includes stories of gam-
bling, fighting, drinking and other mischief.  
 

The Hard Hat Tour season also starts on Satur-
day, October 24, with the second series of tours 
scheduled for November 14.  Individuals may 
reserve slots with a donation of $50.00 per per-
son. 
 

Reserve your spot at firsttexasvolunteers.org, 
or call Barbara Graff at the San Jacinto State His-
toric Site at 281-479-2431. 
  

By Don H. Fischer,  BTF Treasurer 
Long time First Texas Volunteer 
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Overnight Educational Program 
By,  Kandace Trujillo   

Battleship TEXAS Overnight Youth  
Education Program    
 

 We have had a busy summer at the 
youth overnight education program. We 
thank the over 400 campers that braved the 
heat throughout the months of July through 
September. We have scheduled over 445 par-
ticipants for the months of October and No-
vember. If you would like to check for avail-
ability, please visit our new overnight calen-
dar on our website, battleshiptexas.org. 
  
 We have some exciting news! The 
Overnight Education program is expanding 
to some more areas of the ship. We cur-
rently have the capability of hosting 80 par-
ticipants a night. With the planned expan-
sion, we will able to increase the number of 
participants to 120. The expansion plans 
support our goal of increasing our annual 
participants to 5000. 
 

 Along with the expansion, we will be 
updating the air conditioning systems in the 
sleeping quarters. We are very excited about 
being able to provide a more comfortable 
overnight experience during the hotter 
months.  

 

 The Battleship TEXAS Foundation has 
received a $20,000 grant to help with the 
costs of updating the air conditioning sys-
tem from the Herzstein Charitable Founda-
tion. We thank them for their support of the 
Battleship TEXAS Foundation and the Over-
night Eduation Program. 
   

 The Overnight Education Program par-
ticipated in the Houston Vintage Festival on 
September 19, 2015. The festival took place 
at the 1940 Terminal Museum. We took the 
20mm anti-aircraft gun trailer. The event 
had many vender booths, food trucks, a vin-
tage car show, and crowned a Ms. Houston 
Vintage. We were able to promote the Battle-
ship TEXAS as well as the Overnight Educa-
tion Program.  
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Grants Allow Ship to Offer 
New and Exciting Services 
 

We here at the Battleship are proud 
to announce that we’ve received two grants 
that will enable us to increase public access 
to the wealth of information that the ship 
and her associated artifacts offers. The first 
grant, offered through the National Parks 
Service Maritime Heritage Program, will be 
instrumental in producing audio tours for 
the ship. This 1-to-1 matching grant is for 
$49,454.98, and will allow us to hire a pro-
fessional audio tour production company to 
create audio tours for adults and children, 
in both English and Spanish. We are so ex-
cited to include this interpretive offering in 
our repertoire because we will be able to 
offer a “guided” tour to practically every 
visitor that steps onto the ship. The more 
visitors we are able to reach with informa-
tion about the ship, the greater the appre-
ciation the public has for the ship.  

For the second year, we have been 
awarded a mini-grant for high-quality digiti-
zation services offered by the University of 

North Texas’s Rescuing Texas History Pro-
gram. This grant provides $1,000 worth of 
digitization and metadata management ser-
vices for our historic photograph and docu-
ment collections. We have decided to send 
portions of our historic photograph collec-
tion to be digitized. The images that UNT 
creates are then shared with the public on 
the Portal to Texas History.  

We are hoping that we will be able to 
make at least a portion of our historic pho-
tograph collection easily accessible to any-
one who is interested, and hopefully in-
crease the public’s awareness about the 

ship’s service. Thanks to the generous 
funding provided by both NPS and UNT, we 
will be able to help more people than ever 
understand why TEXAS is such an amazing 
historical artifact, and why the ship is wor-
thy of continued support. 

 

By  Stephanie Croatt 
Curator 

 

   You can see last year’s images here: 
  http://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/ 

  collections/BTXPC/.  

Come join us for truly unique Christmas experience! Step back in time with the Battleship 

Texas for some holiday fun! Drawing on the ship’s history, the crew will recreate some of the 
Christmas moments shared by the sailors who served on her. Send a Morse code message to 
the North Pole, make your very own Battleship ornaments, listen to the sounds of the season 
with live performances by area bands and choirs, and take a picture with Santa. While on-
board, tickle your sweet tooth with hot chocolate, hot cider and cookies (while supplies last). 
Come join us for a truly unique Christmas experience! Wheelchair accessibility on main deck 
only. More information: (281) 479-2431 

Free for Texas State Parks Pass members  
and for children 12 and under,  

$12 non-members,  
$6 senior citizen 65+ Dec. 12, 2015     10 a.m.—5 p.m. 

Yu le t ide  Texas  

“A Sailor’s Christmas” 

 

tel:%28281%29%20479-2431
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Colonel Matrix      Steve Richardson      Capt. Charles Acorn 
 

Paul McLaughlin     SSgt Clayton L. Johnson  
     

Vernon M. Burdick     John Marlin Jarnagin 
  

Lt. Col (Rtd) Harvey A. Boese      James Earl Rose 
        

CW04 Edward A. Kenavan, USNR     Al Hall       
 

John Willman Barnes     RADM Robert P. Hickey 
       

Leland L. Hildebrand     PVT. George W. Jackson  

In Honor Of 

Support ers 

Mr. Roger Calhoon     Mar. Mark Johnson 
 

Mr. Mike McLaughlin     Mr. John Nessenthaler 
       

Ms. Doris A. Richardson     Mr. Peter Snow 
 

Mr. Thomas A. Palmer 
 

 



Membership Benefits 
 

Individual.    $35   Entry level membership entitles Member to receive a  
free subscription to the BTF quarterly e-mail newsletter  “The Dreadnought” 
and a free subscription to TPWD’s bi-weekly e-mail newsletter  “The Battle  
Report” (if you provide your e-mail address). 
Family.         $ 45  Everything above, plus invitations to San Jacinto Site 
activities and special events. 
Supporting   $ 150  Everything above, plus one (1) Hard Hat Tour. 
Benefactor.   $ 500  Everything above, plus two (2) Hard Hat Tours  
Corporate.   $2,000  Everything above, plus publication of your firm’s name 
in “The Dreadnought” and at special events held aboard the TEXAS. 
USS TEXAS Veterans.  $10  Benefits the same as for Individual Member. 

                                 Mail  to: 
 

BATTLESHIP  TEXAS  FOUNDATION 
One Riverway  

Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 

 
Phone 713-827-9620 

 

Membership Application 

I am pleased to support the USS TEXAS with my membership in the  
Battleship TEXAS Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) non profit organization. 
 

 Individual     $35.00 
 
  Family     $45.00 
 
  Supporting     $150.00 
 

  Benefactor     $500.00 
 
  Corporate     $2,000.00 
 

  USS TEXAS Veteran     $10.00 
 
 

Name 

 
Address 

 
City                                   State                 Zip 

 
Phone                                Fax                   

 
Email 

Check here to receive your Dreadnought by email.  

One Riverway, Suite 2200 
Houston, Texas 77056 


